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Public  Health  Department, 


Municipal  Buildings, 

West  Hartlepool. 


To  the  Mayor.  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department,  for  the  year  1919. 

In  January,  1920,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  Circular  (66),  as  to 
the  lines  on  which  the  report  should  be  drawn  up  and  as  to  the  material  which 
it  should  contain. 

The  object  of  this  modification  in  the  preparation  of  the  report  is  to 
enable  the  Ministry  more  effectively  to  consider  the  information  afforded  and 
to  present  a  more  comprehensive  survey  of  national  well-being  to  Parliament. 

Another  object  of  this  modified  report  is  that  by  giving  it  the  widest 
possible  publicity  it  shall  engender  a  popular  interest  in  the  subject  and  an 
enlightened  public  opinion  which  shall  support  the  Local  Authority  in  realizing 
its  high  responsibilities  for  the  health  of  its  area  and  in  remedying  at  the 
earliest  opportunity  the  various  defects  which  the  survey  may  bring  to  light, 
whether  arising  from  war  conditions  or  from  other  causes.  Such  an  increase 
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of  public  knowledge  and  interest  in  these  matters  may  also  become  an  effective 
means  of  educating  the  citizens  in  the  more  important  conditions  of  public 
health,  of  warning  them  against  particular  dangers  and  of  securing  that  highly 
important  co-operation  and  confidence  between  them  and  the  Health  Authority 
and  its  staff,  which  is  essential  to  successful  health  administration. 

The  suggestions  set  out  in  the  Circular  (66)  have  been  followed  as 
closely  as  possible  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  kindness  and  support  extended  to  the  Staff  of 
this  department  and  to  myself  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

HERBERT  M.  CARGIN,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


i 


CmmtD  Hormigb  of 


®Erst  Hartlepool. 


Report  of  tlx  l»cdicai  Officer  of  ftealtfi 

i 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1919. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  cannot  be  accurately  determined 
other  than  by  the  Official  Census,  which  is  due  in  1921,  or  by  a  house 
to  house  visitation  by  the  representatives  of  the  Local  Authority  which 
is  not  contemplated. 

At  the  Census  in  1911,  the  population  of  the  Borough  was  63,932. 
The  estimate  of  the  Registrar  General  for  the  year  1919  is  62,034,  and 
it  is  on  these  figures  that  estimates  of  local  birth  rates  and  death  rates 
have  been  made  by  his  department  with  the  result  that  they  appear  much 
higher  than  they  really  are. 

The  only  method  at  the  present  moment  by  which  a  fairly  accurate 
estimate  of  the  population  can  be  made  is  by  means  of  the  number  of 
persons  registered  locally  with  the  Food  Controller.  In  January,  1919, 
the  number  of  ration  tickets  issued  locally  was  62,736,  and  at  the  same 
time,  the  names  of  West  Hartlepool  residents  on  the  Absent  Voters  List 
numbered  6,658,  giving  a  total  population  of  69,394.  In  October,  1919, 
the  ration  tickets  issued  amounted  to  68,279. 
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To  be  added  to  these  figures  are  these  persons  ordinarily  resident 
in  the  district  but  absent  for  considerable  periods — Soldiers,  Sailors,  & c., 
or  persqns  in  institutions  who  are  not  included  in  the  numbers  given,  and 
who  may  be  estimated  as  a  minimum  at  2,000.  A  Conservative  Estimate 
of  the  population  therefore  is  70,000  and  this  figure  has  been  adhered  to 
for  all  calculations  in  this  report. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF 

a 

THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Borough  is  mostly  built  upon  Boulder  clay,  beneath  which 
is  magnesium  limestone. 

n 

Seaton  Carew  is  built  on  boulder  clay  which  covers  red  limestone. 

To  the  East  of  Whitby  Street  the  foundations  are  made  up  for 
the  greater  part  of  marl  and  gravel.  Some  small  areas  are  built  upon 

made  soil. 

The  altitude  of  the  town  is  low,  the  average  height  above  ordnance 
datum  being  8  feet. 

The  prevailing  winds  are  those  from  the  South-West. 

i 

An  average  taken  from  Mr.  Lamb’s  observations  for  ten  years 
show  the  following  winds  are  the  commonest : — 

Wind  S.W,  W.  N.E.  N.  N.W. 

Number  of  days  129  42  40  31  25 

U  | 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  principal  industries  of  the  town  are  Iron  and  Steel  Works, 
Shipbuilding  and  Ship  repairing.  Importation  of  Timber  and  Exporting 
Coal.  Besides  these  industries  there  are  a  number  of  Saw  Mills,  and 
one  Paper  and  Pulp  Works. 
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The  majority  of  the  industries  in  the  Borough  cause  considerable 
exposure  to  the  variable  weather  conditions  of  the  North-East  Coast  and 
partly  as  a  consequence  of  this,  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  eg. 
bronchitis,  pneumonia,  etc.,  are  rife,  and  the  death  rates  from  them  are  high. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Jeffries,  (Clerk  to  the  Guardians),  I  am 
able  to  give  the  following  figures  for  the  two  years  1918  and  1919. 


IN-DOOR  RELIEF. 


1.  Number  of  persons  admitted  to  Workhouse 


Year 

1918 


1,274 


1919 


605 


For  Indoor  relief  209. 

For  Medical  treatment  1,065  (includes  665 
soldier  patients). 

For  Indoor  relief  176. 

For  Medical  treatment  429. 


2.  Number  of  persons  in  Workhouse  on  : — 

1st  January,  1918  ...  300 

„  1919  ...  284 

„  1920  ...  300 

OUT-DOOR  RELIEF. 

3.  The  number  of  new  cases  applying  for  Out-door  Relief  was  : — - 


In  1918 

In  1919 

Men 

... 

27 

•  •  • 

43 

Women  ... 

69 

•  •  • 

168 

Children  . . . 

112 

216 

Total 

208 

427 
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4.  Number  of  persons  receiving  Out-door  Relief  on  :  — 

1st  January 

1918  1919  1920 

Men  ...  65  ...  45  ...  51 

Women  ...  266  ...  246  ...  233 

Children  ...  243  ...  242  ...  263 

Total  ...  574  533  547 

5.  Number  of  New  Cases  applying  for  Out-door  Medical  Relief  only: — 

1918  1919 

Men  ...  ...  15  ...  20 

Women  ...  ...  37  ...  39 

Children  ...  17  ...  16 


Total  ...  69  ...  75 


6.  Number  receiving  Out-door  Medical  Relief  who  are  also  in  receipt  of 
Out-door  Relief  as  above  (No.  4). 


1918 

1919 

Men  ...  ...  44 

•  •  • 

47 

Women  ...  ...  141 

.  .  . 

122 

Children  ...  62 

•  •  • 

55 

Total  247 

•  •  • 

224 

HOSPITAL  RELIEF. 

Mr.  J.  G  Taylor,  (Secretary  to  the  Cameron  Hospital),  has  kindly 

supplied  me  with  the  following  information  for 

the  two 

years 

1918  and  1919. 

CAMERON  HOSPI 

TAL. 

1918 

1919 

Beds  available  daily 

42 

*  •  • 

42 

Average  number  of  patients  (resident) 

36 

•  •  • 

40 

Number  admitted  as  in-patients 

594 

•  ♦  • 

590 

Average  number  of  days  residence 
for  patients  ...  ...  ;.. 

22 

•  •  • 

24.7 

Operations 

424 

490 

Deaths 

33 

•  .  • 

37. 

Number  of  out-patients 

440 

•  •  ♦ 

490 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

MARRIAGES. 

The  number  of  marriages  recorded  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  J  9 1 9, 
was  899,  an  increase  of  277  over  those  recorded  for  1918  and  369  more  than 
for  1917. 

In  the  following  table  the  marriage  statistics  for  the  past  six  years 


are  given  : — 

Year. 

Number  of  Marriages. 

Marriage  Rate 

1914 

664 

20.4 

1915 

722 

22.2 

1916 

587 

18.06 

1917 

530 

16.3 

1918 

622 

18.29 

1919 

899 

25.5 

BIRTHS. 

1,663  Births  were  registered.  In  addition  to  these  must  be  added 
14  “Transferred”  births  of  West  Hartlepool  residents  which  occurred  in 
other  areas,  making  a  total  1,677,  an  increase  of  130  o\ er  the  total  f’or  the 
previous  year  (1,547). 

The  sex  of  the  children  born  was  : — 

Males  Females  Total 

851  826  1,677 

The  number  of  illegitimate  btrths  was  87  (41  males  and  46  females) 
giving  an  illegitimate  rate  of  5.18%  of  the  total  births  as  compared  with  6.01% 
for  1918  and  3.6%  for  1917. 

For  the  past  six  years,  the  birth  rates  in  West  Hartlepool  and  England 
and  Wales  are  given  below:  — 

WEST  HARTLEPOOL.  ENGLAND  &  WALES. 


Year. 

No,  of  Births, 

Birth  Rate. 

Birth  Rate 

1914  ... 

1,894 

29.13 

23.8 

1915  ... 

1,685 

25.92 

21,8 

1916  .,. 

1,664 

25*0  in 

21.6 

1917  ... 

1,473 

22.6  ... 

'  17.8 

1918  ... 

1,547 

22.75 

17.7 

1919  ... 

1,677 

23.98 

18,5 

I 
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The  Birth  rate 

-in  each 

Ward,  with 

the  percentage  of  births 

Ward  to  the  total 

births  are 

as  follows: 

No. 

of 

Ward.  Estimated  Population.  Births. 

Percentage 

of 

Total  Births. 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000. 

North 

10,645 

...  1 84  . . 

.  10.9  ... 

17.3 

West 

11,172 

1 84  . . 

.  10.9  ... 

16.4 

Park 

9,202 

156  .. 

9.3  ... 

16.9 

South-West  ... 

15,486 

...  244  .. 

.  14.5  ... 

16.4 

South-East  ... 

7,878 

...  278  .. 

16.5 

35.2 

Central 

9,564 

...  292  .. 

.  17.4  ... 

30.5 

North-East  ... 

3,306 

...  229  .. 

.  13.6  ... 

69.2 

Seaton 

2,747 

96  .. 

5.7  ... 

34.9 

70,000  1,663 

-f  14  Transferred  Births 


1,677 

vP  , 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POPULATION. 

The  excess  of  the  births  over  the  deaths  during  1919  was  549. 
For  the  previous  year  it  was  52. 

The  rates  for  the  past  three  years,  per  1,000  of  the  population  are  : — 

1919  1918  1917 

7'8  ...  .7  ...  8.6 

DEATHS. 

1,128  deaths  of  West  Hartlepool  residents  took  place.  For  the 
year  1918  the  deaths  numbered  1495,  and  for  1917,  909. 

155  of  the  deaths  took  place  in  other  areas,  and  include — 


Deaths  in  Workhouse  Infirmary  ...  112 

,,  ,,  Hartlepool  Hospital  ...  7 

,,  ,,  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  ...  5 

,,  ,,  Other  districts  ...  ...  31 


0 


155 
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Eight  deaths  occurring  to  residents  from  other  areas  were  registered 
in  West  Hartlepool  but  were  transferred  in  the  usual  way. 

The  death  rate  therefore  is  16.1  per  1,000  per  annum,  or  5.8  per 
1,000  less  than  for  the  previous  year. 

The  following  are  the  deaths  and  the  death  rates  for  previous  years  : — ■ 

WEST  HARTLEPOOL  ENGLAND  &  WALES. 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate 

1911  1 

1,007- 

15.64  ... 

14.6 

1912 

939 

14.89  ... 

13.3 

1913 

1,027 

15.98  ... 

13.7 

1914 

1,037 

15.9 

14.0 

1915 

1,144 

17.6 

15.1 

1916 

937 

14.41  ... 

14.0 

1917 

909 

13.9 

14.4 

1918 

1,495 

21.9 

17.6 

1919 

1,128 

16.1 

13.8 

The  death  rate  for  1918  was  exceptionally  high  because  of  the 
wave  of  Influenza  which  visited  this  area  on  two  occasions  during  that  year. 

A  third  visitation  of  this  scourge  was  made  to  West  Hartlepool 
in  February  and  March  of  1919. 

Although  there  were  155  fewer  deaths  from  Influenza  than  in  1918, 
yet  96  deaths  were  directly  due  to  this  cause,  and  about  80  to  its  sequelae 
(Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleart  Disease)  over  and  above  the  number 
of  deaths  usually  taking  place  from  these  diseases.  The  death  rate  is  no 
doubt  unduly  raised  in  respect  of  other  causes  of  death  by  Influenza, 
because  of  its  depressing  effect  and  often  fingering  convalescence,  c.g.y 
Suicides,  Debility,  Tuberculous  disease  generally,  and  other  respiratory 
diseases. 
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Reference  to  Table  1  will  also  show  a  very  marked  increase  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer.  The  deaths  from  this  cause  have 

practically  doubled  since  1918. 

The  total  deaths  in  Wards  given  for  the  two  years  1918  and  1919  : — 


1918. 

i 

1919. 

1 

Ward. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Deaths. 

'N 

Death 

Rates. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Deaths. 

Death 

Rates. 

North 

10,245 

124 

12.15 

10,645 

99 

9.3 

West 

.  11,122 

135 

12.16 

11,172 

115 

10.29 

Park 

9,152 

153 

16.59 

9,202 

132 

14.34 

South-West. . . 

15,236 

192 

12.63 

15.486 

133 

8.58 

South-East  .. 

7,628 

195 

25.65 

7,878 

138 

17.51 

Central 

9,064 

275 

30.55 

9,564 

180 

18.82 

North-East 

3,056 

146 

48.66 

3,306 

129 

39.02 

Seaton 

2,497 

86 

35.83 

2,747 

47 

17.1 

Total 

68,000 

1,306 

70,000 

973 

INQUESTS  AND  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

There  were  50  inquests  held.  10  uncertified  deaths,  or  .88%  of  the 
total  were  accepted  during  1919.  These  figures  are  smaller  than  those  for 
the  previous  years,  77  and  20  respectively. 


DEATHS  OF  WEST  HARTLEPOOL  RESIDENTS  IN 

OTHER  AREAS. 


Institittion. 

Males. 

Females. 

Toial. 

Hartlepool  Union  Infirmary 

59 

53 

112 

Port  Sanitary  Hospital 

2 

3 

5 

Hartlepools  Hospital  ... 

4 

3 

7 

York  City  Asylum 

3 

3 

6 

Newcastle  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.., 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Districts 

15 

8 

23 

Total 


85 


70 


155 
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TABLE  No.  2— THE  DEATHS  AS  THEY  OCCURRED  IN  THE  WARDS. 
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The  following  deaths  in  West  Hartlepool  are  recorded  of  persons 
resident  in  other  districts,  together  with  the  cause  of  death  : — 

Influenza.  Pneumouia.  Heart  Disease.  Bronchitis.  Meningitis.  Accident.  Total. 

13  1  1118 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

189  deaths  took  place  in  children  under  I  year  of  age,  compared 
with  259  deaths  in  1918,  and  151  in  1917. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  thus  beomes  112.7  per  1,000  births — 
for  the  preceding  year  the  rate  was  167.4. 

Amongst  the  legitimate  children  the  mortality  rate  was  108.27,  and 
amongst  the  illegitimates,  76.92. 

It  is  not  usual  to  find  the  deaths  amongst  the  illegitimate  children 
lower  than  amongst  the  legitimates. 

This  will  be  understood  when  it  is  remembered  that  often  the  only 
income  available  for  the  unmarried  mother  is  that  obtained  gratuitously 
or  through  the  courts  from  the  father  of  the  child,  or  by  the  mother 
undertaking  some  employment.  In  the  latter  case,  the  child  is  left  to  the 
mercies  of  the  other  occupants  of  the  home — who  may  be  none  too  proud 
of  it — and  who  are  compelled  to  experiment  in  the  delicate  art  of  artificially 
feeding  the  infant — the  result  frequently  is  that  before  much  time  has 
elapsed,  wasting  or  other  illness  begins  and  has  a  fatal  ending.  An  attempt 
to  solve  the  problem  of  the  unmarried  mother  and  her  child  has  been  made 
in  some  areas  by  opening  homes  or  hostels  into  which  one  or  both  are 
received,  but  it  is  doubfful  if  this  is  the  best  solution  of  an  extremely 
complex  question, 
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There  is  no  doubt  however,  that  if  the  mother  is  compelled  to 
provide  for  herself  and  the  child  when  it  arrives,  she  should  be  insured 
against  privation  for  a  sufficient  time  both  before  and  after  her  confinement 
to  enable  her  to  rear  a  child  which  will  not  later  become  a  charge  on  the 
State  through  ill  health,  the  result  of  neglect  in  infancy. 

Of  the  total  deaths  under  1  year,  6  were  of  illegitimate  children. 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 

WEST  HARTLEPOOL  ENGLAND  &  WALES. 


Year 

Rate 

Rate 

1912 

•  .  • 

103 

. . . 

95 

1913 

.  .  • 

136 

•  •  • 

109 

1914 

•  •  • 

111 

.  .  . 

105 

1915 

•  •  • 

153 

.  .  . 

110 

1916 

•  •  . 

112 

•  •  • 

91 

1917 

•  .  . 

102.7 

.  .  . 

97 

1918 

167.4 

.  •  . 

97 

1919 

. . . 

112-7 

89 

In  the  96  great  towns  in  England  and  Wales  the  Infantile  Mortality 

rate  was  93. 

*  The  principal  causes 

of  death 

amongst  the 

infants  for  the  years 

1918  and  1919  are  set 

out 

below  : — 

Increase  or 

Number  of  Deaths 

Decrease  as 

Disease. 

1918 

1919 

compared 
with  1918. 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

etc. 

...  47 

30  .. 

.  —17 

Premature  Births 

...  48 

34  .. 

—14 

Bronchitis 

- 

...  29 

43  .. 

+  14 

Pneumonia 

...  18 

26  .. 

+  8 

Measles 

...  16 

— 

—16 

Gastritis  and  Enteritis 

...  54 

13  .. 

—41 

Convulsions 

...  13 

6  .. 

—  7 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

2 

1  .. 

—  1 

Whooping  Cough 

...  12 

2  .. 

—10 

All  other  causes 

...  20 

34  .. 

+  14 

*  ; 

259 

189 

—  70 

TABLE  3.— INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1919. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  year  of  age. 
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The  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  are  both  higher  than 
for  the  year  1918.  This  may  be  accounted  for  to  some  extent  by  the  wave 
of  Influenza  which  swept  the  country  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  though 
the  epidemic  was  short-lived  with  comparatively  few  deaths. 

Unhealthy  conditions  generally  predispose  to  these  complaints,  and 
amongst  these  conditions  might  be  enumerated,  ill  chosen  and  unsuitable 
foods,  close,  stuffy  atmospheres,  both  resulting  in  a  debilitated  and  enfeebled 
condition  of  the  child.  To  these  might  be  added  the  filthy  practice  of 
-dummies  moistened  in  the  mouth  of  the  parent  or  friend  with  its  high 
compliment  of  germs  (many  of  them  capable  of  causing  pneumouia)  being 
inserted  in  the  mouth  of  the  child. 

As  a  direct  cause  of  these  complaints  might  be  mentioned  the  absence 
of  water  proof  bibs  in  children  who  salivate  (or  dribble)  freely,  especially 
during  the  teeth  cutting  period,  resulting  in  sodden  clothes  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  child’s  body. 

The  sexes  of  the  children  who  died  were  : — 


1919 

1918 

1917 

Males 

109 

...  152  ... 

83 

Females 

80 

...  107  ... 

68 

189 

259 

151 
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Deaths  of  Infants  as  they  occurred  in  the  Wards,  are  set  out  below  : — 


DISEASES. 

North 

West 

Park 

s. 

West 

s. 

East 

Cen¬ 

tral 

N. 

East 

Seaton 

Deaths 

in 

W  ork- 
house 

Other 

Trans¬ 

ferable 

Deaths 

Total 

Atrophy,  Debility 
and  Marasmus 

6 

1 

1 

2 

6 

10 

3 

1 

30 

Premature  Births 

2 

3 

5 

5 

8 

7 

3 

1 

34 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

3 

4 

7 

9 

9 

4 

a  a  a 

43 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

1 

1 

6 

6 

4 

1 

... 

a  a  a 

26 

Measles 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  a  • 

a  •  a 

a  .  a 

... 

. . . 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

... 

Gastritis  and 
Enteritis 

1 

1 

»  •  ® 

a  a  a 

3 

4 

3 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

13 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

•  a  a 

•  a  • 

•  •  * 

2 

2 

,  .  . 

a  a  a 

... 

6 

Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

.  .  . 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

•  *  • 

•  •  ♦ 

a  e  • 

a  •  « 

•  a  • 

a  a  • 

2 

a  a  a 

... 

2 

All  other  causes 

2 

5 

3 

4 

6 

6 

4 

2 

2 

a  a  a 

34 

Total  ... 

19 

19 

13 

16 

36 

44 

30 

9 

3 

a  a  a 

189 

The  deaths  from  Atrophy,  Debility,  &c.,  30 ;  Gastritis  and 

Enteritis,  13  ;  and  Convalsions,  6 — total  49,  are  in  practically  all  cases 
preventable,  and  in  almost  every  instance  are  due  to  wrong  feeding  on 
the  part  of  those  looking  after  the  child. 

Very  many  of  the  total  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia, 
69,  may  be  considered  to  be  unnecessary,  and  are  directly  due  to  ignorance 
or  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  guardians  of  the  child,  Wrong  feeding 
predisposes  to  Bronchitis  and  by  a  further  step  to  Pneumonia,  while 
ignorance  or  negligence  in  the  matter  of  exposure  or  damp  clothing  may 
be  regarded  as  a  direct  cause  of  either  complaint, 
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The  only  method  of  preventing  these  unnecessary  deaths  is  to  teach 
mothers  and  girls  about  to  leave  school  how  to  look  after  the  children. 
Information  on  this  subject  is  given  to  the  mothers  on  their  visits  to  the 
Maternity  Centre,  and  by  the  health  nurses  on  their  visits  to  the  homes 
in  their  district,  but  the  teaching  should  take  place  earlier  than  this,  or 
when  the  mother  to  be  is  still  a  girl  at  school.  At  the  present  time 
instruction  on  these  matters  is  given  in  Elwick  Road,  Church  Square  and 
Jesmond  Schools,  while  at  St.  Joseph’s  School,  the  necessary  arrangements 
to  have  this  instruction  are  being  made.  It  is  intended  to  introduce  this 
teaching  at  Brougham  and  Lister  Street  Schools,  forthwith,  so  that  at  all 
of  the  Senior  Schools  in  the  Borough,  to  which  girls  are  drafted  before 
completing  their  Elementary  Education,  instruction  will  be  given  in  this 
most  important  subject. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLY  TO  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  water  is  supplied  to  the  Town  by  private  enterprise.  Both 
hard  and  soft  water  are  supplied,  the  former  is  obtained  from  the  Magnesium 
limestone  strata,  tapped  by  a  considerable  number  of  bore  holes,  and  the 
latter  is  obtained  from  catchment  areas  leading  to  two  reservoirs — one  at 
Crookfoot  and  one  at  Hart. 

The  hard  water  is  the  only  water  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

Nine  samples  of  Town’s  water  have  been  taken  during  the  year 
from  widely  different  parts  of  the  town  as  the  result  of  complaints  by 
householders.  The  first  of  the  samples  taken  shewed  results  which  only 
could  be  regarded  as  unsatisfactory,  and  the  attention  of  the  Gas  and 
Water  Co.  was  drawn  to  the  matter.  Subsequent  samples  taken  showed 
an  improvement,  and  the  result  of  a  bacteriological  examination  made  in 
conjunction  with  a  chemical  analysis,  shewed  that  the  water  was  of  very 
high  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 
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WELLS  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

Two  shallow  drinking  wells  were  discovered  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  and  from  these  samples  were  taken  and  sent  for  analysis,  as  a 
result,  one  of  the  wells  has*  been  permanently  closed  and  Town’s  water 
laid  on  to  the  premises.  In  the  other  case  the  result  of  the  analysis  did 
not  warrant  any  steps  being  taken  to  close  the  well. 

STREAMS,  &c. 

There  are  no  streams  of  any  note  in  the  Borough. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

DRAINAGE. 

Since  the  year  1915,  all  new  drains  are  tested  by  the  water  test, 
and  where  circumstances  permit,  old  drains  re-laid  are  similarly  tested. 

Other  drains  are  tested  by  means  of  the  4  smoke  test-’ 

DRAIN  TESTING. 

During  the  year  82  drains  were  tested.  Of  this  total  76  w7ere  in 
connection  with  the  conversion  of  privy  middens  to  water  closets.  The 
tests  by  smoke  numbered  4,  and  those  by  means  of  water,  78. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  tests  is  as  follows  : — 

North  West  Park  S  West  S  East  Central  N  East  Seaton  Total 

—  13  4  23  17  18  7  —  82 

68  drains  were  examined  during  1919. 

SEWERAGE. 

There  are  three  main  sewers  for  three  separate  areas  in  the  town 
which  empty  by  gravitation  directly  into  the  sea. 

These  sewers  appear  to  be  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  town. 
Flushing  by  means  of  a  flush  cart  of  branch  sewers  is  carried  out 
systematically  in  the  Borough — in  the  flatter  portions  once  in  3  weeks, 
and  in  areas  with  a  better  fall,  once  in  6  weeks, 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  closets  of  each  type  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of 
1919,  is  shewn  approximately  : — 


Number 

of 

Privies  (fixed  receptacles) 

2,120 

>  > 

Privy  pans  (moveable  receptacles) 

810 

5> 

Water  Closets 

11,131 

>1 

Hand  Flushed  Closets... 

3 

CONVERSIONS. 

50  Privy  Ashpits  and  26  Privy  Pans  were  converted  into  water 
closets  and  ash  receptacles  during  the  year. 


The  following  list  indicates  the  Wards  in  which  this  work  was  done : 


Wards 

Privy  Ashpits 
converted  to  Water 
Closets  and  Aslibins 

Privy  Pans 
converted  to  Water 
Closets  and  Ashbins 

West 

9 

3 

Park... 

0 

2 

South-West 

11 

9 

South-East 

Q 

•  •  •  •  •  •  u 

9 

Central 

13 

3 

North-East 

9 

0 

Total  50 

Total  26 

In  all  cases 

circular  galvanized  iron  bins 

having  a  tight  fitting 

cover  and  a  cubic  capacity  of  3.5  feet  were  provided  for  ashes  and  refuse. 

In  addition  to  the  above  conversions,  one  Water  Closet  was  provided 
in  a  workshop. 
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The  conversions  of  privy  middens  and  privy  pans  to  water  closets 
are  shewn  for  the  past  ten  years 

Year  Number  of  Conversions 

1910  ’ 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

SCAVENGING. 

Cleansing  of  privy  ashpits  and  ordinary  ashpits  is  carried  out 
fortnightly,  while  the  emptying  of  privy  pans  and  ashbins  is  undertaken 
weekly. 

During  the  year,  there  was  a  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  necessary  labour  to  carry  out  this  work,  for  two  reasons,  first,  because  of 
the  disagreeable  work,  and  secondly  because  better  wages  were  obtainable  in 
other  employment.  As  a  result  of  this  difficulty  there  was  some  delay  in 
emptying  receptacles. 

Apart  from  the  delay  already  indicated,  cleansing  of  these  conven¬ 
iences  is  as  efficiently  performed  as  such  work  can  be.  Privy  ashpits  will 
always  be  a  menance  to  the  health  of  the  community  for  three  reasons  :  — 

1.  They  cannot  be  satisfactorily  cleansed. 

2.  They  provide  for  the  feeding  of  rats,  dies  and  other  vermin 

and  so  permit  of  the  spread  of  infection  and  disease. 

3.  During  the  process  of  emptying,  fouling  of  the  street  or  yard 

on  to  which  the  receptacle  is  emptied  cannot  be  prevented. 

These  defects  combined  with  the  foul  gasses  emited  especially  during 
hot  weather,  should  determine  the  emptying  of  all  such  receptacles  at  least 
once  a  week  during  the  summer,  and  at  ten  days  interval  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year,  until  they  can  be  entirely  eradicated  from  this  area. 


125 

223 

724 

254 

79 

18 

8 

8 

76 
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PRIVY  PANS. 

If  these  structures  are  kept  in  a  good  state  of  repair  and  used  in  a 
cleanly  manner  (covering  the  dejecter  with  ashes,  etc.)  they  are  much  more 
sanitary  than  privy  ashpits,  but  they  should  not  for  a  moment  be  allowed  to 
compete  with  the  water  carriage  system  of  sewage  disposal. 

DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  is  removed  in  carts  provided  with  canvass  covers  to  the 
destructor  or  to  the  refuse  tips  just  outside  the  borough  boundry. 


TABLE  4— REFUSE  COLLECTED  AND  DISPOSED. 


Year  ended 

31st  December,  1919. 

NUMBER  OF 

LOADS 

COLLECTED. 

NUMBER  OF 
LOADS 
DESTROYED 

. 

. 

Taken 

Taken 

Total 

Month. 

Night 

Day 

Total 

to 

Farms 

to 

Destr. 

Sundry 

including 

Destr. 

January 

782 

995 

1777 

710 

1067 

53 

1069 

February 

653 

889 

1542 

564 

978 

121 

1069 

March 

683 

1012 

1695 

411 

1284 

121 

819 

April  ... 

656 

925 

1581 

580 

1001 

194 

693 

May  ... 

706 

1079 

1785 

703 

1082 

242 

1199 

June  ... 

630 

827 

1457 

401 

1056 

201 

1171 

JOy . 

545 

935 

1480 

464 

1016 

172 

1047 

August 

539 

753 

1292 

359 

933 

269 

1101 

September 

532 

898 

1430 

413 

1017 

204 

1097 

October 

553 

963 

1516 

459 

1057 

198 

1105 

November 

583 

1004 

1587 

496 

1091 

216 

1464 

December 

637 

1202 

1839 

562 

1277 

176 

1170 

7499 

11482 

18981 

6122 

12859 

2167 

13004 
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The  Destructor  consists  of  2  lots  of  6  cells,  each  of  the  “  Horsfall 
top  feed  type,”  6  of  these  cells  are  under  forced  draught  and  6  natural 
draught.  Experience  with  the  destructor  show  that  until  all  the  cells  have 
1  forced  draught  '  the  whole  of  the  house  refuse  and  night  soil  cannot  be 
disposed  of  by  burning.  It  is  incurring  a  serious  risk  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  to  deposit  this  material  within  or  even  adjacent  to  the  borough 
boundry  and  with  this  in  view  the  necessary  alterations  and  repairs  should 
be  undertaken  without  delay.  Until  the  destructor  is  capable  of  dealing  with 
the  whole  of  this  material,  it  should  not  be  possible  for  night  soil,  etc.,  to  be 
deposited  less  than  a  mile  from  the  borough  boundary. 

CESSPOOLS. 

There  is  a  cesspool  attached  to  the  North-Eastern  Railway  Station 
at  Seaton  Carew  which  requires  to  be  emptied  twice  in  each  year.  So  far  as 
it  is  known  this  is  the  only  cesspool  in  the  borough. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 
The  Inspections  made  were  as  follows 

TAPLE  5. 


3,640 

198 

27 

43 

59 

103 

281 

4 

78 

68 

178 

818 

273 


Dwelling  Houses,  Shops,  and  other  premises. 
Visits  to  Factories  and  Workshops. 

,,  Bakehouses. 

,,  Houses-let-in-lodgings. 

,,  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

,,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

,,  Pish,  Fruit  and  Meatshops. 

Drains  tested  with  smoke. 

>>  „  „  water. 

,,  examined. 

Complaints  received  attention. 

Informal  notices  served. 

Statutory  notices  served. 
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Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 

are 

given  below 

TABLE 

6. 

Drains  not  properly  trapped 

Number 

Reported 

12 

Number 

Remedied 

12 

,,  defective 

. . . 

14 

14 

,,  stopped... 

. . . 

57 

57 

Dirty  dwellings  and  workshops 

... 

34 

34 

Defective  yard  pavements  ... 

... 

57 

57 

,,  spouts  and  fallpipes 

•  •  • 

234 

234 

,,  dwelling  house  roofs 

•  •  • 

115 

115 

,,  and  dilapidated  dwellings 

•  •  • 

27 

27 

,,  privies  and  ashpits  (converted 

into  water  closets,  Ac.) 

135 

76 

Overcrowded  dwellings 

1 

1 

Dirty  and  defective  common  lodging  houses 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  bakehouses 

. . . 

6 

6 

Defective  water  closets 

. . . 

.264 

264 

Accumulation  of  manure 

. . . 

5  j . . 

5 

Animals  improperly  kept 

•  8 

8 

Defective  or  absent  dustpans 

. . . 

14 

14 

,,  ashcloset  doors  ... 

. . . 

99 

99 

Close  Polluted  Wells 

1 

1 

Dirty  rain  water  wells 

. . . 

29 

29 

No  supply  of  drinking  water 

35 

35 

Other  nuisances... 

... 

485 

485 

Total 

•  •  • 

1,634 

1,575 

'There  were  no  prosecutions,  as  all  of  the  work  required  was  carried 
out,  with  the  exception  of  conversions.  When  the  owner  fails  to  carry 
out  the  necessary  alterations,  these  are  effected  by  the  Health  Department, 
and  the  cost  charged  to  the  owner. 
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The  76  conversions  include  those  coming  within  the  latter  category. 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  remedying  of  nuisances  apparently  can 
not  be  expedited.  Serious  nuisances,  such  as  stopped  drains,  &c.  have  to 
wait  for  the  approval  of  the  Council  before  legal  proceedings  can  be 
instituted  to  compel  the  owner  to  remedy  the  defect. 

This  should  be  a  matter  of  hours,  not  weeks. 

PREMISES,  &c. ,  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS. 

Number  and  character  of  such  premises  : — 

Number 


Fried  Fish  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  57 

Marine  Stores...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Gut  Scrapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  -2 

Tripe  Boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tallow  Melters  ...  ;..  ...  5 

Bone  Boilers  ...  ...  ...  ....  1 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  12 

Registered  Houses  Let-in-Lodgings  ...  ...  21 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  74 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1 


Bye-laws  regulating  ‘offensive  trades’  came  into  operation  in 
July,  1917. 

23  visits  were  paid  to  premises  where  offensive  trades  were  carried  on. 

Two  offences  under  the  bye-laws  were  remedied  after  the  service 
of  notices. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

12  of  these  houses  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
There  were  11  houses  on  the  register  in  the  pievious  year. 


33 


Two  new  houses  were  opened  during  1919,-  and  one  house  changed 
occupiers.  One  house  was  given  up  and  altered  to  make  two  dwelling 
houses.  9  of  the  houses  are  registered  under  Section  69  (2)  of  the  Public 
Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 

The  houses  were  well  kept  and  no  proceedings  were  necessary. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ‘  houses’  with  the  number  of  rooms,  &c. 


Situation. 

Registered  No. 
of  Lodgers. 

No.  of 
Rooms 

18,  Rokeby  Street 

. . . 

18 

6 

138,  Burbank  Street  ... 

33 

8 

23,  St.  John  Street 

18 

5 

7,  Tennant  Street 

. . . 

30 

8 

3,  Redworth  Street 

— 

12 

2 

16,  Mainsforth  Terrace 

. . . 

56 

23 

2,  Edward  Street 

. . . 

22 

4 

29,  George  Street 

11 

3 

33,  George  Street 

7 

3 

“  Albion  Chambers,”  George  Street 

69 

7 

26,  George  Street 

•  •  • 

6 

2 

15,  Mainsforth  Terrace 

20 

7 

T  otal 

...  302 

78 

HOUSES  LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

There  are  22  registered  houses  of  this  kind.  They  are  registered 
under  the  West  Hartlepool  Improvement  and  Extension  Act,  1870.  Model 
Bye-laws  for  this  class  of  premises  are  not  in  force  in  the  Borough, 
although  they  were  asked  for  in  1916. 

43  inspections  were  paid  to  these  houses. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  borough.  One  public 
slaughter  house  has  been  provided  and  is  maintained  by  the  Corporation. 

UNDERGROUND  SLEEPING  ROOMS. 

There  are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms  which  require  to  be  dealt 
with  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act.  1909. 

OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  REQUIRING  NOTICE. 

Overcrowding  exists  in  certain  areas  in  the  borough  to  a  dangerous 
extent.  The  building  of  sufficient  houses  is  the  only  means  by  which  this 
overcrowding  can  be  remedied. 

VENTILATION  OF  PICTURE  HOUSES. 

The  ventilation  of  a  number  of  these  houses  leaves  a  lot  to  be  desired, 
and  though  the  atmosphere  may  be  impregnated  with  sweet  smelling  sprays, 
this  does  not  in  any  way  improve  the  imperfect  ventilation. 

It  is  hoped  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  be  given  full 
consideration  when  licences  for  these  houses  require  renewal. 

PREPARATION  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

Power  under  the  Public  Health  Regulations  as  to  Food,  1907,  is 
required  to  enable  the  sanitary  condition  of  premises  wherein  ice  cream  is 
prepared  or  stored  for  sale,  to  be  dealt  with. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Schools  are  all  supplied  with  an  ample  supply  of  water  from  the 
mains  of  the  Water  Company.  Besides  reports  received  from  the  School 
Medical  Inspections  with  regard  to  defects,  inspections  of  the  Schools  are 
made  at  intervals  by  the  Building  Inspector. 

School  closure  was  not  necessary  during  this  year  for  any  cause. 
A  full  report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  (who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of 
Health)  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  return  submitted  to  the  Local  Education 
Authority, 
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FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Very  little  milk  is  actually  produced  within  the  Borough.  There 
are  three  shippons  which  accommodate  on  an  average  34  cows.  The 
greater  part  of  the  milk  consumed  comes  from  farms  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  town,  but  a  quantity  comes  from  farms  in  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  even  as  far  away  as  Staffordshire. 

WHOLESOMENESS  OF  THE  MILK. 

Of  46  samples  ot  Milk  analysed,  20  were  genuine,  and  26  were 
found  to  be  adulterated.  Three  of  the  26  samples  referred  to  also  contained 
dirt  to  the  extent  of  two  grains  to  the  gallon.  A  reference  to  Table 
7,  giving  the  results  of  analysis,  will  shew  the  attitude  of  the  local  bench 
of  Magistrates  to  Milk  adulteration.  Unless  fraud  and  filth  are  to  be 
allowed  to  go  unchecked,  with  serious  results  to  the  health  of  children, 
especially,  and  certainly  resulting  in  the  deaths  of  some  of  them,  the 
Health  Authority  must  be  supported,  and  the  offenders  deterred  from  their 
path  by  a  penalty  which  bears  some  proportion  to  the  offence.  The  feeling 
amongst  those  responsible  for  bringing  these  cases  before  the  Courts,  is 
that  time,  energy  and  money  are  being  wasted  in  doing  so ;  and  there  is 
every  justification  for  this  feeling,  as  the  results  up  to  the  present  in  those 
cases  brought  to  Court  have  been  discouraging  in  the  extreme.  The 
attitude  of  the  Bench  has  on  more  than  one  instance  brought  remonstrance 
from  the  Health  Committee  without  any  lasting  effect.  The  matter  appears 
to  be  one  which  should  receive  the  attention  of  the  Ministry. 
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The  Analysis  of  the  Samples  of  Milk  taken  with  the  results  are 
as  follows  : — 


TABLE  7. 


Number 
of  . 

Sample 

Article. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Remarks. 

567 

Milk 

Below  standard 

No  action  taken. 

‘ 

568 

Milk 

do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

*  ‘ 

570 

Milk 

do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

571 

Milk 

do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

588 

Milk 

Contains  sediment  to  the 
extent  of  2  grains  per  gallon 

Vendor 

cautioned 

593 

Milk 

Contains  sediment  to  the 
extent  of  1*57  grains  per 
gallon  and  is  also  below 
standard 

do. 

do. 

596 

Milk 

Below  standard 

do. 

do. 

598  . 

Milk 

Below  standard  &  contains 

1  ‘23  grains  of  dirt  per 
gallon 

do. 

do. 

599 

Milk 

Below  standard. 

do. 

do. 

606 

Milk 

do.  do. 

No  action  taken. 

607 

Milk 

do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

608 

Milk 

do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

612 

Milk 

Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 
to  an  extent  which  corres¬ 
ponds  to  the  addition  of 
7‘18%  of  water 

Vendor  cautioned 

613 

Milk 

Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 
to  an  extent  which  corres¬ 
ponds  to  the  addition  of 
6.59%  of  water. 

do. 

do. 
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TABLE  7. — (Continued). 


Number 

of 

Sample 

Article 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Remarks. 

624 

Milk 

Below  standard  in  fat 

Reported  to  Board  of 

Agriculture 

626 

Milk 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

631 

Milk 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

632 

Milk  .).. 

do.  do. 

•  •  • 

do.  do. 

635 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  35% 

the 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Magistrates  were  of  opinion 
that  the  case  would  be 
met  by  payment  of  costs 

634 

Milk 

Deficient  in  solids  other 
than  fat  which  corres¬ 
ponds  to  the  addition  of 
11 '42%  of  water 

Proceedings  instituted. 

Case  dismissed 

633 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to  the 
extent  of  1'34%  &  in  non¬ 
fatty  solids  corresponding 
to  the  addition  of  5’63% 
of  water 

Vendor  cautioned 

641 

Milk 

Low  in  non-fatty  solids 

No  action  taken 

642 

Milk 

do.  do. 

. . . 

do.  do. 

644 

Milk 

do.  do. 

•  •  • 

do’  do. 

645 

Milk 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

680 

Milk 

Below  standard 

do.  do. 

MARGARINE. 


One  of  the  Samples  taken  was  delivered  to  the  purchaser  in  a 
plain  wrapper  which  was  not  labelled  according  to  the  act.  The  vendor 
was  cautioned. 
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DAIRIES  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDERS. 

There  are  53  milkshops,  18  purveyors  of  milk  and  3  cowsheds,  and 
to  these,  103  visits  were  paid. 

On  the  whole,  these  premises  were  well  kept.  . 

17  milkshops  gave  up  the  sale  of  milk  and  were  removed  from 
the  register,  5  new  milkshops  were  registered. 

At  the  present  time,  and  since  the  suspension  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Orders  (1913  and  1914),  no  arrangements  exist  for  the  inspection  of  cows 
by  the  Veterinary  Inspector.  The  inspection  of  these  premises  was  carried 
out  as  indicated  above  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  As  the  premises  and 
utensils  were  in  good  condition,  and  kept  cleanly,  no  action  was  necessary 
under  the  Orders. 


TUBERCULOUS  MILK. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  to  determine  the  presence  of  the 
B.  Tuberculosis,  owing  to  the  fact  that  when  the  organism  was  discovered 
no  satisfactory  action  could  be  taken  to  deal  'with  the  infected  animal  or 
its  milk.  The  examination  of  milk  to  determine  the  presence  of  this 
organism  requires  approximately  five  weeks — during  this  time  the  infected 
milk  can  be  sold  with  impunity.  The  examination  of  the  milk  completed 
and  the  presence  of  the  germ  of  tuberculosis  assured  in  the  sample,  under 
Art.  15  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885  and  1899, 
the  mixing  of  the  infected  milk  with  other  milk  is  forbidden,  as  its  use 
is  likewise  prohibited  for  human  food.  Unless  arrangements  can  be  made 
for  the  cow  to  be  slaughtered,  or  unless  the  Sanitary  Inspector  can  attend 
at  the  farm  during  each  milking  and  see  the  milk  from  the  infected  cow 
destroyed,  nothing  can  be  done  to  enforce  these  Orders, 
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MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912—1917. 

46  samples  of  milk  were  analysed  for  preservation — none  were  sound. 

No  sample  of  cream  was  taken,  as  it  could  only  be  sold  to  invalids 
and  others  holding  permits  to  purchase  it  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

MILK  (MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN)  ORDER,  1918. 

Under  this  Order,  milk  and  food  could  be  supplied  to  necessitous 
nursing  mothers,  or  expectant  mothers  and  children  under  5  years  of  age. 
A  scale  was  formulated  as  a  guide  to  determining  the  necessity  of  the 
applicants.  The  scale  assumed  that  an  income  of  33/ -  per  week  for  two 
adults  and  one  child  was  sufficient  to  exclude  necessity.  The  scale  was 
graduated  to  allow  for  varying  numbers  of  children — the  amount  fixed  for 
two  adults  and  seven  children  was  56/-. 

The  scale  which  was  based  on  the  cost  of  living  about  the  middle  of 
the  year  worked  satisfactorily  at  that  time,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  it 
required  to  be  revised.  • 

The  necessity  of  the  mother  or  child  is  determined  by  enquiry  of  the 
Health  Visitors.  Doctors,  Midwives,  and  the  District  Nursing  Association 
were  asked  to  co-operate  by  making  recommendations  as  to  cases  which  they 
considered  suitable  for  this  form  of  assistance. 

3392  pints  of  milk  at  a  cost  of  £l  15s.  7id.  were  distributed  gratis, 
and  23  Priority  Certificates  were  given  to  enable  the  parent  to  obtain  a 
sufficiency  of  milk. 

Dried  milk  to  the  amount  of  71  lbs.  was  given  free  of  charge,  and  a 
considerable  amount  was  disposed  of  at  a  non-profit  figure.  (  It  should  be 
noted  that  dried  milk  is  only  sold  or  given  to  parents  bringing  their  children 
to  the  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre). 

Four  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  were  supplied  with  45  dinners  at 
a  total  cost  of  £2  5s.  Od. 


40 


OTHER  FOODS. 

281  visits  were  paid  to  premises  where  food  was  prepared,  stored  or 
exposed  for  sale. 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections,  the  following  articles  of  food  were 
destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


6  Frozen  Lambs 
1  Sheep 

26  Forequarters  Frozen  Beef 
106  lbs.  Frozen  Meat 
60  lbs.  Tea 
14  sacks  Beans 
10|  lbs.  Dates 
49  cases  ,, 

112  boxes  ,, 

132  cwts  Jam 

5  barrels  Plums 

6  tons  Potatoes 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


7 2  lbs.  Bacon 

6  boxes  Kippers 
209  lbs.  Butter 
642  Eggs 

14  cases  Ox  Livers 
2  ,,  ,,  Kidneys 

7  ,,  ,,  Tails 

10  lbs.  Tomatoes 
25  Bananas 

14  lbs.  Pears 

2  cases  Rabbits 

3  cwfes.  Pigs  Heads 

OF  SUCH  PREMISES. 


On  the  whole  these  premises  were  found  to  be  in  good  condition, 
smaller  defects  were  found  from  time  to  time  but  ‘  notices  ’  were  rarely 
required  to  deal  with  these. 


INADEQUACY  OF  PRESENT  POWERS. 

Regulations  are  required  to  enable  the  preparation,  manufacture  or 
storage  of  ice  cream  to  be  dealt  with.  At  the  moment,  this  commodity  is  in 
great  demand,  especially  during  the  summer  months,  is  often  made  and  stored 
in  the  back  yards  or  outhouses  of  small  dwelling  houses.  Wash-houses 
where  washing  is  carried  on  as  a  side  line,  coal  houses  and  even  bedrooms 
are  used  to  prepare  or  store  this  food.  Regulations  can  be  made  under  the 
Regulations  as  to  Food  Act,  1907,  and  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the 
urgency  of  the  measure. 
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Additional  powers  are  required  to  deal  with  food  stuff's  such  as  Bread, 
Meat,  Fish,  FoavI,  etc.,  which  are  conveyed  through  the  streets  rarely  covered 
and  exposed  to  contamination  by  filth  of  all  descriptions,  in  the  form  of  dust 
from  the  streets,  and  to  a  smaller  extent  from  the  clothes  of  the  messenger  or 
street  vendor. 

Additional  powers  are  also  required  to  enable  all  premises  where  food 
is  stored  or  prepared  to  be  dealt  with.  At  the  present  time  anyone  can 

utilise  almost  any  premises  for  this  purpose,  and  it  should  be  within  the 

l 

jurisdiction  of  this  Authority  to  determine  what  premises  can  or  cannot  be 
used  for  this  purpose.  If  these  powers  Avere  granted,  ice  cream  regulations 

Avould  not  be  required. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

The  worst  defect  found  in  this  class  of  Avorkshop  was  that  the  lime¬ 
washing  Avas  overdue  and  that  a  gas  oven  Avas  without  a  flue.  There  are 
45  of  these  houses. 

There  are  4  underground  bakehouses  in  the  town,  but  these  have  all 
been  in  use  for  a  considerable  period.  27  .visits  were  paid  to  these  premises 
and  in  6  instances  cleaning  was  required. 

MEAT  INSPECTIONS. 

One  of  the  Inspectors  has  obtained  the  qualification  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  for  this  work  ;  but  the  work  is  carried  out  by  each  Inspector 
in  his  respective  district. 

DISEASE  IN  MEAT. 

The  following  portions  of  meat  were  surrended  and  destroyed.  7?  lbs. 
bacon  ;  14  cases  ox  liver  ;  2  cases  ox  kidneys  ;  7  cases  ox  tails  ;  3  cwts.  pigs 
heads;  tend  2  cases  of  rabbits, 
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The  following  animals  examined  at  the  Abbatoir  were  condemned 
and  destroyed  : — 

1  Beast  brought  in  dead. 

146  ,,  with  diseased  organs  or  local  disease  (apart  from 

tuberculosis)  had  the  affected  parts  destroyed. 

1  Pig  with  jaundice. 

4  Pigs  with  local  disease  had  the  affected  parts  destroyed. 

1  Sheep  decomposed  carcase. 

3  ,,  found  dead  in  pens. 

19  ,,  with  local  disease  had  the  affected  parts  destroyed. 

PUBLIC  ABBATOIR. 

All  beasts,  pigs,  and  sheep  killed  in  the  borough  are  slaughtered  in 
the  public  Abbatoir.  There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  INSPECTION. 

Mr.  Watson,  a  practical  butcher  of  many  years  experience  was 
appointed  Abbatoir  Superintendent  on  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  English.  It  is 
understood  that  by  those  using  the  abbatoir  that  failure  to  point  out  obvious 
disease  discovered  in  dressing  the  animal,  renders  the  owner  liable  to 
proceedings  (Sect.  116,  P.H.A.  1875),  apart  from  the  question  of  the 
destruction  of  the  diseased  part. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  Sect  17  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875. 

The  Carcases  and  parts  thereof  condemned  for  Tuberculosis  were  as 


follows 

.  Carcases. 

Portions  of  Carcases. 

Beasts  ... 

1 

56 

Pigs 

Nil 

3 

The  f  ollowing  is  a  summary  of  the  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir 
during  the  past  5  years  — 


Animals  Slaughtered 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Beasts 

4,351 

4,430 

4,774 

3,120 

3,407 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

13,129 

12,466 

6,721 

14,213 

14,803 

Calves 

328 

180 

299 

24 

135 

Pigs 

7,555 

6,285 

4,954 

959 

2,704 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Ill  formal,  and  10  informal  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 
Of  the  total  number,  121 — 26  were  adulterated  or  below  standard,  and  the 
remaining  95  were  genuine. 

The  following  are  the  particulars: — 


TABLE  8. 


Article 

Nu  n  ilier 
Taken 

( i  enuine 

Doubtful 

Adulterated 
or  below 
Standard 

Milk 

46 

20 

— 

26 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

1 

- — ? 

— 

Tea 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Margarine  ... 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Lard 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Marmalade... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Cheese 

O 

D 

3 

— 

— 

Bread 

2 

2 

— 

Baking  Powder 

5 

5 

— 

— - 

Bun  Flour ... 

2 

2 

— 

— . 

Ground  Rice 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Arrowroot  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  Cheese  Cake  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Bi-Carbonate  of  Soda... 

2 

2 

V* 

— 

Egg  Powder 

3 

3 

— 

Custard  Powder 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Baby  Food 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Mustard 

4 

4 

— 

— - 

Pepper 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sausage 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Dripping  ... 

4 

4 

... 

— 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar 

2 

2 

— ~ 

— 

Whiskey 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Honey 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Olive  Oil  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Salad  Oil  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Headache  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

— 

121  95 


26 
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SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

Number  of  Samples. 

4t 

First  Quarter  ...  ...  ...  30 

Second  Quarter  ...  ...  ...  37 

Third  Quarter  ...  ...  ...  27 

Fourth  Quarter  ...  ...  ...  27 

121 

In  table  7  will  be  found  particulars  of  the  Milk  samples  which 
were  found  to  be  adulterated  or  below  standard,  and  the  action  taken  in 
each  case. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  : — 

No,  of 

Disease.  Cases  Notified. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  506 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  49 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  7 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  7 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  308 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  ...  2 

Polioencephalitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  118 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  ...  51 


Total 


1,307 
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The  cases  given  below  not  being  compulsorily  notifiable,  were 
reported  through  the  Education  Authority 

Number  of  Cases. 


Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  63 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  36 

Mumps  ...  ...  72 

Total  ...  171 


The  next  table  gives  a  record  of  deaths  for  the  past  three  years  from 
the  more  important  infectious  diseases  : — - 

1919.  1918.  1917. 


Disease.  No. 

of  Deaths  No. 

of  Deaths.  No. 

of  Deaths. 

Typhoid 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

2 

57 

53 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

33 

* 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7 

9 

2 

Influenza 

96 

251 

6 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

70 

75" 

70 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

25 

31 

50 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

16 

69 

13 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  KATE. 

There  were  48  deaths  from  the  7  principal  Zymotic  Diseases: — 
Small  Pox,  0;  Scartet  Fever,  17;  Diphtheria,  7;  Typhoid  Fever,  1; 
Measles,  2 ;  Whooping  Cough,  5 ;  and  Diarrhoea,  16.  The  death  rate 
from  these  diseases  is  therefore  .68  per  1  000  of  the  population.  In  1918 
the  death  rate  was  2.5  per  1,000,  and  in  1917,  1.0  per  1,000. 

SMALL  POX. 

It  is  specially  satisfactory  this  year  to  be  able  to  record  that  there 
have  been  no  cases  of  this  disease  in  the  Borough  since  1912. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  cases  occurred  in  and  around  the 
Borough  of  Hartlepool,  and  contacts  in  West  Hartlepool  were  watched 
for  a  time  with  anxiety. 
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VACCINATION. 

A  comparison  of  the  number  of  births  and  the  number  of  children 
vaccinated  shews  a  slight  improvement  for  the  year. 


The  following  are  the  figures 

Births  Registered  ...  ...  1,663 

Successfuly  Vaccinated  Children  ...  1,151 

Conscientious  Objectors  ...  ...  338 

Died  Unvaccinated  ...  ...  91 

Insusceptible  ...  ...  ...  2 

Postponed  on  Medical  Certificate  ...  99 

Removed  to  other  Districts  ...  17 

Lost  sight  of  ...  ...  ...  22 

Still  under  notice  ...  ...  59 


The  percentage  of  children  un vaccinated  owing  to  the  objections 
of  their  parents  is  therefore  20.3%,  as  compared  with  25.9%  for  1918  and 
24.7%  for  1917. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

% 

4  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  All  of  them  were  treated  in  the 
Port  Sanitary  Hospital.  One  patient  died. 

In  searching  for  the  source  of  the  infection  one  patient  gave  a  history 
of  having  eaten  shell  fish,  but  in  the  other  3  cases  there  was  no  indication 
where  the  disease  had  been  contracted. 

Each  case  occurred  in  a  different  ward  in  the  borough  : — 


North 

West 

South-East 

Central 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Two  of  the  cases  occurred  in  July  and  two  in  August. 
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In  the  next  table  the  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  are  shown  for 


the  past  5  years 

with  the  deaths  and  death 

rates  in 

West  Hartlepool  and 

England  and  Wales  : — 

Year.  Number  of  Ca 

■>os.  Deaths. 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate.  England  and  Wales. 

1914  . 

..  16 

3 

.04 

.05 

1915  . 

..  11 

1 

.01 

.04 

1916  . 

8 

6 

.09 

.03 

1917  . 

0 

0 

0 

.03 

1918  . 

5 

1 

.01 

,03 

1919  . 

4 

1 

.01 

.01 

One  method  by  which  the  disease  is  propagated  is  by  means  of  shell 
fish  which  are  eaten  after  they  have  been  allowed  to  feed  in  sewage  contamin¬ 
ated  water.  Anyone  eating  shell  fish  uncooked,  which  have  been  collected 
from  the  mouth  of  any  large  rivers  like  the  Tees,  etc.,  incur  very  considerable 

risks. 

The  disease  can  also  be  conveyed  by  water  cress,  etc.,  grown  near 
water  polluted  with  sewage. 

Milk  and  ice  cream  form  excellent  media  for  the  spread  of  the  disease 
but  in  the  case  of  these  commodities  infection  of  them  has  first  to  occur  from 
some  human  agent.  The  system  of  sewage  disposal  by  means  of  privy  pans 
and  privy  ashpits  may  give  rise  to  serious  danger  once  a  case  of  typhoid 
fever  occurs  in  the  community. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  that  this  disease  was  mildly  epidemic 
during  the  year.  506  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  117  in  1918  and 
32  in  1917. 

Nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  localized  outbreak  was  found.  A  careful 
watch  was  kept  on  the  schools  during  the  year  but  practically  no  cases 
occurred  in  the  same  classes  or  schools  within  the  time  that  would  have 
suggested  the  probability  of  the  infection  being  spread  by  them.  Consequently 
no  action  was  necessary  in  regard  to  school  closure. 
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17  deaths  took  place  from  this  disease,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  3.3 
compared  with  a  rate  of  2.5  for  the  previous  year. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  scarlet  fever  was  .24, 
that  for  England  and  Wales  was  .03. 


The  cases  of  the  disease  with  the  deaths  are  shown  in  the  Wards  : — 


North. 

West. 

Park. 

S.  West. 

S.  East. 

Centrl. 

N.  East. 

Seaton.  Total 

No.  of  Cases  77 

52 

48 

79 

53 

85 

86 

26  506 

Deaths  4 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

14* 

*  There  were  3  transferred  deaths  of  West  Hartlepool  residents 
which  occurred  in  other  districts,  these  have  to  be  added,  giving  a  total  of  17. 


es  of 

the 

patients  n 

otified  etc., 

are  as  follows  : — 

Age. 

Number  of  Cases 

Number  of  Deaths 

Under  1 

year 

2 

1 

1  to 

2  years 

6 

1 

2  to 

3 

3  3 

15 

1 

3  to 

4 

33 

19 

— 

4  to 

5 

33 

44 

1 

5  to 

10 

3  3 

264 

8 

10  to 

15 

3*3 

110 

3 

Over 

15 

3  3 

46 

2 

Total 

506 

17 

Institutional  treatment  in  the  Port  Sanitary  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  was  given  to  132  patients  or  26.08  of  the  persons  notified  as 
suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  patients  for  the  proper  isolation 
and  treatment  of  whom  institutional  treatment  was  necessary  could  not  be 
admitted  to  the  hospital  because  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  accommodation. 
Apart  from  the  Small-pox  Ward,  the  accommodation  at  the  isolation 
hospital  consists  of  2  Wards,  containing  approximately  32  beds.  It  is 


proposed  to  accommodate  Scarlet  Fever  patients  to  the  number  of  20  in 
the  present  Small-pox  Ward,  so  that  the  total  number  of  beds  will  be  52. 
In  1902,  a  memorandum  was  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
the  information  of  local  authorities  in  which  it  is  pointed  out  that  a  rough 
estimate  of  the  number  of  beds  necessary  for  the  treatment  of  infectious 
diseases  is  1  bed  for  every  thousand  inhabitants,  but  in  view  of  the  diverse 
circumstances  of  different  districts,  this  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  definite 
standard. 

Besides  providing  for  West  Hartlepool  and  Hartlepool  and  the 

’ 

Port  Sanitary  Authority,  patients  are  also  admitted  from  the  Rural  District 
of  Hartlepool,  giving  a  minimum  population  of  100,000  persons  to  be 
provided  for.  This  would  necessitate  at  least  100  beds,  exclusive  of  those 
required  for  the  treatment  of  patients  removed  from  vessels  entering  the 
port.  As  arrangements  have  n*ow  been  made  for  the  treatment  of  Small¬ 
pox  patients  from  this  area  in  an  outside  institution,  the  total  beds  available 
for  infectious  diseases  (apart  from  Small-pox)  will  be  approximately  52. 
It  will  be  obvious,  therefore,  that  either  the  hospital  accommodation  must 
be  increased  considerably,  or  in  times  of  epidemics,  patients  requiring 
hospital  treatment  must  remain  in  their  homes—  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
figures  relating  to  secondary  cases — this  means  a  spread  of  the  disease  in 
the  homes. 

132,  or  26.08  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  the  infectious  diseases' 
hospital.  When  these  patients  were  returned  cured,  6  other  cases  of  the 
disease  occurred  in  these  houses,  thus  giving  6  “  return  cases.”  It  is 
found  that  return  cases  are  specially  likely  to  occur  when  there  is  considerable 
pressure  on  the  hospital  accommodation.  3  of  the  £  return  ”  cases  occurred 
in  one  house,  where  the  first  child  sent  home  from  hospital  was  found  to 
have  nasal  discharge.  In  the  other  “  return  ”•  cases  no  cause  was  found. 

105  “  secondary  ”  cases  occurred  in  78  different  houses.  In  59 
of  these  78  families,  the  first  patient  was  nursed  at  home;  in  19  instances 
the  first  patient  had  been  removed  to  hospital. 
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25  secondary  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  and  82  were  nursed  at 
home.  There  is  little  doubt  that  overcrowding  in  the  homes  had  a  consider¬ 
able  influence  on  the  number  of  ‘  return  ’  and  4  secondary  ’  cases  as  it 
prevented  the  necessary  isolation  being  carried  out. 

Nothing  in  the  nature  of  milk  borne  disease  was  discovered  during 

the  year. 

12  'missed  ’  cases  of  the  disease  were  discovered  by  the  Inspectors  or 
Health  Visitors  when  making  enquiries  with  reference  to  other  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  in  the  same  household. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

31  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  In  1918,  there  were  31  cases, 
and  m  1917  there  were  25. 

7  deaths  occurred  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  22.5  as  compared  with 
29.03  for  1918  and  8  for  1917. 

The  death  rate  from  this  cause  was  .1  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

In  the  Wards  the  cases  and  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 

North  West.  Park.  S.  West.  S.  East.  Central.  N.  East.  Seaton.  Total. 

Cases  746  6 —  4  3  1  31 

Deaths  —  II  2  —  1  1  —  6 

There  was  one  West  Hartlepool  resident  who  died  in  an  outside 
district — thus  making  with  the  others  a  total  of  7  deaths. 


The  ages  of  the  persons  attacked  with  the  disease  were  : — - 


Age. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Deaths, 
to  Cases 

Under  1 

year 

2 

1 

50% 

1  to  2  years 

I 

1 

100% 

2  to  3 

•  •  • 

1 

— _ 

— - 

3  to  4 

)  >  '  '  • 

1 

- — 

— . 

4  to  5 

,,  ... 

5 

1 

20% 

5  to  10 

P  ©  •  • 

16 

2 

12.5"/- 

10  to  15 

>>  •  %  • 

3 

1 

33.3% 

15  years  and  upwards  ... 

2 

1 

50% 

Total 

31 

7 

22,51 ■ 
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2  patients  were  removed  t*o  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital,  and  of 
these,  1  died;  6  deaths  occurred  amongst  the  patients  nursed  at  home. 

Admission  to  the  hospital  could  not  be  obtained  for  a  number  of 
the  Diphtheria  patients.  For  the  satisfactory  treatment  of  these  patients, 
hospital  beds  should  be  available  in  order  that  each  sufferer  may  be  under 
the  supervision  of  a  trained  nurse  all  the  time.  There  is  no  disease  in 
which  tragedies  more  commonly  occur,  owing  to  paralysis  of  the  heart 
and  other  parts.  Home  treatment  is  not  for  these  patients  unless  skilled 
nursing  is  constantly  available. 

78,000  units,  or  39  phials  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  were  given  out 
to  doctors  during  the  yeat,  an  equivalent  of  2,516  units  per  patient. 

Diphtheria  antitoxim  serum  is  given  to  the  doctors  for  the  use  of 
their  patients  free  of  charge,  but  payment  is  obtained  for  the  serum  in 
those  cases  in  which  there  is  no  question  of  the  ability  of  the  patient  to  pay. 

15  swabs  taken  from  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  examined 
in  the  Health  Department,  and  2  positive  and  13  negative  results  were 
obtained. 

No  return  cases  of  this  disease.  There  were  2  secondary  cases. 

MEASLES. 

308  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  1,823  in  the  previous  year. 

2  deaths  resulted,  giving  a  mortality  rate  for  this  disease  of  .65%, 
and  a  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  .02.  The  death  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  .01. 

1  death  occurred  in  the  West  Ward  and  th*e  other  in  the  South-East. 

None  of  these  patients  were  removed  to  hospital.  In  one  or  two 
instances  admission  was  sought  because  of  the  unsuitable  home  surroundings, 
&c.,  but  no  beds  In  the  hospital  could  be  spared  for  this  purpose. 
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An  arrangement  does  exist  between  the  Local  Authority  and  the 
Port  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  admission  of  these  patients  when  beds 
are  available.  To  provide  the  necessary  hospital  accommodation  with  any 
degree  of  security  from  cross  infection,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  a 
separate  ward  for  this  purpose. 

The  monthly  incidence  of  measles  was  as  follows  :■ — 


Month 

Number  of  Cases. 

Month  Number  of  Cases. 

January 

3 

July 

70 

February 

3 

August 

127 

March 

4 

September  ... 

24 

April 

1 

October 

14 

May 

9 

November  ... 

26 

June 

5 

December  ... 

22 

Total 

308 

Notification  of  the  disease  were  obtained  from  the  following  sources 

Number  of  Notifications. 


Doctors 

Parents 

Education  Authority 
Health  Visitors  ... 

Total 


292 

7 

2 

7 

308 


The  two  deaths  which  occurred  were  in  children  between  one  and  two 
years' of  age  and  took  place  one  in  August  and- one  in  September. 

PREVENTION  OF  MEASLES. 

in  November  1919,  Circular  35,  together  with  an  order  rescinding  the 
compulsory  notification  of  Measles  and  German  Measles  (Measles  and  German 
Measles  Regulations,  1915),  were  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  After 
the  31st  December,  1919,  these  diseases  are  no  longer  compulsory  notifiable. 
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The  Circular  letter  from  the  Ministry  states  in  bringing  the  new  order 
to  the  notice  of  local  authorities,  it  is  in  no  sense  their  intention  to  impose  any 
check  on  the  action  which  the  authorities  can  take  to  combat  the  mortality  from 
measles.  On  the  contrary  it  still  leaves  the  local  authorities  free  to  organise 
various  methods  of  combating  and  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

A. — The  practical  measures  suggested  by  the  Ministry  for  preventing  the 
spread  of  Measles  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  INSTRUCTIONS  OF  PARENTS  AND  GUARDIANS  by 
lectures  given  by  doctors,  by  instructions  imparted  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres,  and  other  propaganda  work,  such  as  the  distribution  of  posters, 
pamphlets,  &c.  The  practical  advice  of  the  health  visitors  in  the  homes 
is  considered  of  primary  importance. 


2.  HEALTH  VISITING.  Visits  should  be  promptly  paid  to  all 
cases  of  the  disease,  and  advice  given  as  to  the  precautions  to  be  adopted. 
On  their  report  the  Medical  Officer  decides  what  steps  it  is  necessary  to 
take  and  what  assistance  in  the  form  of  nursing  or  medical  help  is  necessary. 

3.  NURSING  PROVISION.  This  is  of  the  first  importance  in 
preventing  mortality  and  disablement  from  Measles.  The  services  of  nurses 
are  not  perpetually  required,  but  it  is  essential  that  Sanitary  Authorities 

v  should  have  a  call  on  the  services  of  nurses  for  home  nursing,  when  the 
need  for  utilising  them  arises.  Arrangements  should  be  made  for  engaging 
the  nurses  of  the  District  Nursing  Association,  or  by  employing  nurses 
of  the  Sanitary  Authorities’  Isolation  Hospital  Staff. 


4.  MEDICAL  ASSISTANCE.  The  Health  Visitor  should  be 
instructed  to  advise  the  calling  in  of  a  doctor  in  all  cases  of  Measles. 
Medical  assistance  may  be  provided  for  necessitous  cases  at  the  expense 
ot  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


5.  INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT.  This  form  of  treatment 
should  be  available  for  severe  or  necessitous  cases  coming  from  bad  home 
surroundings. 
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6.  CONVALESCENT  HOME  TREATMENT.  It  is  desirable 
that  local  authorities  should  either  through  themselves  or  through  a  voluntary 
agency  arrange  for  beds  in  convalescent  homes  for  children  convalescent 
from  Measles.  The  selection  of  suitable  cases  can  be  entrusted  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

7.  AFTER  CARE.  The  Health  Visitor  should  keep  under  review 
children  who  have  recenrly  suffered  from  Measles.  The  disease  is  often 
followed  by  a  more  or  less  prolonged  period  of  ill-health  which  can  be 
ameliorated  by  good  home  conditions,  suitable  food,  fresh  air,  &c.  Special 
medical  observation  of  these  cases,  e.g.,  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  or 
at  a  School  Clinic  is  desirable  for  some  months,  in  order  that  if  sequelae 
arise  the  child  may  promptly  receive  the  benefit  of  expert  advice. 

B.— GRANTS  FOR  MEASLES  WORK. 

Grants,  not  exceeding  one-half  of  the  approved  nett  expenditure  are 
payable  by  the  Ministry  in  respect  of  the  following  services  for  Measles 
in  the  case  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  : — 

1.  Salaries  and  expenses  of  Health  Visitors  engaged  in  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  work  (including  the  home  visiting  of  cases  of  Measles). 

2.  Home  nursing  of  cases  of  Measles. 

3.  The  provision  of  hospital  beds  for  Measles  occurring  in  children 
under  5  years  of  age. 

4.  The  provision  of  accommodation  in  convalescent  homes  for  children 
under  5  years  of  age. 

C— AUTHORITIES  ADOPTING  COMPULSORY 
NOTIFICATION  OF  MEASLES  AND  GERMAN  MEASLES- 

Where  compulsory  notification  of  these  diseases  appears  desirable 
to  the  local  authority,  a  local  order  may  be  made  for  that  purpose,  after 
the  consideration  and  approval  of  the  Ministry  have  been  given. 
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ARRANGEMENTS  MADE  LOCALLY. 

In  West  Hartlepool,  with  the  exception  of  lectures  in  section  1  to 
parents  and  guardians,  sections  1  and  2  have  been  in  force  for  some  time. 

vSection  3.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
District  Nursing  Association  to  provide  nursing  assistance.  Fortunately 
such  nursing  assistance  has  not  yet  become  necessary,  but  it  now  rests 
with  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee  to  provide  by  special 

means  such  assistance  should  it  be  called  for. 

)  • 

4.  This  section  is  being  carried  out  in  its  entirety. 

5.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
for  the  admission  of  necessitous  cases  to  the  isolation  hospital. 

6.  The  Voluntary  Association — the  Crippled  Children’s  Guild— can 
only  admit  children  over  5  years  of  age  to  their  home  at  Elwick,  and  as 
grant  for  the  treatment  of  convalescents  from  this  disease  is  only  available 
for  children  under  5  years  of  age,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  any 
arrangements  for  their  treatment. 

7.  The  health  visitors  are  keeping  under  supervision  children  who  have 
recently  had  the  disease- 

DIARRHCEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

There  were  16  deaths  from  these  diseases  in  children  under  two  years 
of  age.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  69,  in  1917  13,  and  in  1916  21  deaths 
of  the  same  age  group. 

The  deaths  took  place  in  the  months  indicated  below  : — 

March  April  May  June  Sept.  Oct.  Dec.  Total  Deaths. 

4  1114  4  1  16 

This  disease  in  epidemic  form  (similarly  to  Typhoid  Fever)  is  closely 
associated  with  the  presence  of  flies  and  contamination  of  food  by  means  of 
the  flies  legs  with  the  infection. 
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By  far  the  greatest  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  and  typhoid  fever 
occurred  during  the  time  when  flies  were  prevalent.  The  presence  of  privy 
ashpits  and  privy  pans  constitute  a  real  menace  to  the  health  of  the  community 
so  far  as  these  diseases  are  concerned  ;  as  they  enable  flies  to  feed  on  the  filth 
(and  infection)  and  convey  it  to  the  milk  or  other  food  about  to  be  used.  It 
may  be  stated  with  assurance  that  given  a  hot  summer,  a  crowded  district  and 
privy  ashpits  or  privy  pans,  cases  of  summer  diarrhoea  will  occur. 

Home  or  hospital  nursing  by  trained  nurses  is  essential  for  the 
recovery  of  many  of  these  small  patients  and  a  grant  of  50%  of  the  expenditure 
incurred  in  providing  either  of  these  forms  of  treatment  is  payable  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

63  cases  were  reported  by  the  Education  Authority — this  disease  is 
not  compulsorily  notifiable  by  the  doctors. 

5  deaths  resulted  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  7.9%  and  a  death  rate  of 
.07  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  deaths  for  the  previous  years  are  shown 

Years  1916  1917  1918  1919 

Deaths  8  2  5  5 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  deaths  from  this  disease  are  due  to 
pulmonary  complications  like  pneumonia  and  it  is  very  probable  that  this 
complication  occurs  in  many  cases  owing  to  the  debilitated  condition  of  the 
child  brought  about  by  stuffy  atmospheres,  dirty  and  too  warm  surroundings 
and  over  clothing,  the  result  of  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  parents  as  to 
how  the  disease  should  be  treated.  Where  there  is  no  doctor  in  attendance 
visits  are  paid  to  these  cases  by  the  health  visitors  and  where  possible  the 
necessary  changes  are  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient. 

Two  of  the  patients  who  died  were  under  1  year  and  3  were  between 
2  and  3  years  of  age. 
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ERYSIPELAS. 

30  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

The  cases  occurred  in  the  Wards  as  follows  : — 

North.  West.  Park.  S.  West  S.  East.  Central.  N.  East.  Seaton.  Total. 

6  3  3  4  1  4  8  1  30 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

7  cases  were  notified  and  of  these  4  died,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of 
57.1%,  and  a  death  rate  of  .05  per  1.000  per  annum. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  relating  to  the  cases  : — 

A.  Male  age  5  years,  Seaton  Ward,  notified  26/3/19,  and  died  28/2/19, 
(before  notification). 

The  probable  source  of  infection  was  the  father  who  was  discharged 
from  the  army  seven  weeks  previous  to  the  illness  beginning. 

B.  Male  age  18,  Park  Ward,  notified  30/1/19,  recovered,  no  paralysis. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  Cerebro  Spinal  fluid  positive,  2  contacts 
negative.  Possibly  infection  was  conveyed  by  brother  in  army. 

C.  Male  age  14§,  West  Ward,  notified  19/4/19,  died  22/4/19.  5  contacts 

swabbed,  negative.  No  source  of  infection  discovered. 

D.  Female  age  38,  South-East  Ward,  notified  23/4/19,  died  2/5/19,  in 
the  Infectious  diseases  hospital.  7  contacts  swabbed,  negative.  No  source 
of  infection  discovered. 

E.  Male  age  31,  South-East  Ward,  notified  30/4/19,  recovered,  no 
paralysis,  in  Infirmary,  C.S.  fluid  positive,  9  contacts,  negative.  Source  of 
infection  not  discovered. 
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F.  Male  age  4,  South-West  Ward,  notified  3/7/19.  discharged  from 
infectious  diseases  hospital  2/8/19,  no  paralysis,  C.S.  fluid  not  positive,  contacts 
were,  not  swabbed  as  there  were  nasal  douching  from  the  beginning  of  the 
illness.  Source  of  infection  not  traced. 

G.  Male,  age  24,  Central  Ward,  notified  29/10/19,  died  29/10/19. 
Onset  of  illness  24/10/19,  C.  S.  fluid  not  examined,  contacts  swabbed, 
negative,  source  of  infection  indefinite. 

A  supply  of  serum  (garden  type  1)  is  kept  in  the  Health  Department 
and  is  issued  to  Medical  Practitioners  requiring  it  for  the  treatment  of 
patients  in  the  Borough. 

Arrangements  also  exist  for  the  bacteriological  examination  by 
Dr.  Laws,  of  Newcastle,  of  cerebro  spinal  fluid,  or  of  swabs  from  suspected 
cases  or  contacts. 

1'hese  patients  are  admitted  to  the  infectious  diseases  hospital  when 
beds  are  available  for  them. 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS. 

2  cases  were  notified.  The  diagnosis  in  one  case  was  revised  to 
Rheumatism. 

The  other  case,  a  girl  aged  3-2  years,  notified  on  the  23/6/19, 
recovered,  with  paralysis  of  the  left  hand  and  leg. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

2  cases  were  notified — 1  died. 

The  particulars  of  the  cases  are  as  follows 

A.  Female,  age  25,  notified  13/1/19,  died  24/2/19. 

B.  Female,  age  27,  was  notified  3/2/19.  The  onset  of  illness  was  on 
23/5/18.  In  March,  1920,  the  patient  had  recovered  so  much  that  she 
could  walk,  but  her  speech  was  very  indistinct. 
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POLIO  ENCEPHALITIS. 

2  cases  were  notified,  with  1  death  before  notification. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  a  male,  age  9  months,  notified  26/3/19. 
Enquiry  into  his  condition,  March,  1920,  shewed  there  was  very  little 
improvement.  He  was  unable  to  use  his  hands  or  feet,  or  to  speak. 

The  second  case,  a  female,  age  56  years,  notified  18/12/19,  had 
died  8  days  before,  10/12/19. 

i 

The  history  shewed  she  had  been  in  the  Asylum  on  two  occasions. 
The  progress  of  the  disease  closely  resembled  acute  bulbar  paralysis. 

INFLUENZA. 

Another  wave  of  this  disease  occurring  in  the  earlier  months  of  the 
year,  swept  over  the  country  in  1919.  The  maximum  number  of  deaths 
from  this  cause  took  place  during  the  last  2  weeks  in  February. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  in  any  one  week  was  28,  followed 
by  25  deaths  for  the  week  ending  1st  Earch. 

The  deaths  from  this  disease  were  96,  equivalent  to  8.5%  of  the 
total  deaths,  and  a  death  rate  of  1.37  per  1,000  of  the  population  per 
annum.  From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  how  closely  Bronchitis 
and  Pneumonia  are  related  to  Influenza,  and  how  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  the  latter  is  followed  by  a  greater  number  of  respiratory 
complications. 
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A  description  of  the  steps  taken  by  the  staff  of  this  department, 
to  combat  Influenza  is  given  in  detail  in  the  report,  for  1918.  ;  5,  -  , 

Below  are  shewn  the  deaths  from  Influenza  in  the  months  in  which 
they  occurred: —  *  ‘  J?‘"‘ 

Jau.  Feb.  Mar.  April  June  July  Sept.  Nov.  Total. 

7  61  19  2  2  2  1  2  96 

MALARIA. 

There  were  45  notifications  of  this  disease.  With  the  exception  of 
one  Marine  Engineer,  all  of  the  cases  of  this  disease  were  discharged  or 
demobilized  soldiers  who  had  contracted  it  abroad. 

The  anopheles  mosquito  which  is  responsible  for 1  conveying  this 
disease  from  the  sick  to  the  healthy  appears  to  be  so  rare  a  visitor  ini 
these  Northern  regions  that  its  presence  may  be  disregarded.  No  indiginous 

•4  =4  t  v*  J 

cases  of  the  disease  have  been  reported  in  this  area. 

DYSENTERY. 

There  were  3  cases  of  Dysentery  notified.  These  cases  appear  to 
have  been  reported  because  of  their  symptoms  and  not  upon  a  bacteriological 
examination. 

Of  the  3  cases,.  1  male,  41  years,  had  .several,  attacks  since  serving 
in  Mesopotamia. 

1  male,  48  years,  had  not  been  abroad,  and  the  origin  of  the  disease 
was  unknown. 

1  female,  51  years,  was  afterwards  reported  as  probably  not  dysentery. 
Though  she  had  not  been  abroad,  her  son  had  been,  but  no  history  of 
Dysentery  could  be  obtained. 

In  each  case  notified,  instructions  were  given  as  to  the  precautions 
to  be  taken,  with  regard  to  cleanliness  of  the  hands  and  person,  and  the 
importance  of  sleeping  alone.  ~ 
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As  none  of  these  persons  were  engaged  in  the  preparation  or 
handling  of  food  or  drink  for  human  consumption,  notice  to  discontinue 
their  occupation  under  the  Public  Health  (Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery, 
&c.),  Regulations,  1919,  was  not  necessary. 

TRENCH  FEVER, 

No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 

DETAILS  OF  DISINFECTION. 

Rooms  Disinfected  (Infectious  Cases)  ...  614 

„  ,,  (Vermin)  ...  ...  70 

Total  ...  684 


These  684  rooms  represent  627  houses  in  which  disinfection  was 
carried  out. 

The  following  articles  were  removed  for  disinfection  by  steam 
under  pressure : — 


$ 

Article 

Number 

Beds ...  ...  ... 

970 

Pillows  and  Bolsters 

...  1,689 

Carpets  and  Rugs 

672 

Articles  of  Clothing 

...  1,438 

Sheets,  Blankets  and  Quilts... 

...  2,638 

Sundry  Articles  ... 

...  1,354 

Total 

...  8,761 

70  articles  removed  from  infected  houses  were  destroyed. 

Of  the  above  627  houses,  114  were  disinfected  on  account  of 
Tuberculosis. 
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The  following  articles  were  disinfected  for  the  Military,— 

Articles.  Numbers 


Beds  ... 

12 

Pillows 

6 

Clothing 

96 

Sheets,  Blankets  and  Quilts  ... 

210 

Sundry  Articles  ... 

95 

Total 

...  419 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS. 

i 

Mr.  Benjamin  Hoadley,  M.R.C.V.S.,  Veterinary  Surgeon  to  the 
Corporation,  reports  as  follows : — 

“  There  were  10  outbreaks  of  Parasitic  Mange  and  12  animals 
affected.  2  cases  of  suspected  Rabies  and  1  case  of  suspected  Foot  and 
Mouth  Disease.” 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


134  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received — this  compares 


favourably  with  the  number  of 

cases  notified 

during  the  previous  years,  as 

will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures: — 

Year  1912  1913  1914  1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919  Total  for 

No.  of  Notification 

164  211 

112  127  104 

134 

175 

8  years 

134  1161 

The  deaths 

occurring  as  a  result  of 

this 

com 

plaint 

since  1912  are 

given  below 

Year 

1912 

in 

No.  of  Deaths 
West  Hartlepool 

67 

Death 

Rate 

1.04 

Death  Rate 
England  &  Wales 

•  1913 

• . . 

71 

1.09 

•  . 

— 

1914 

•  • . 

70 

1.07 

.  • 

.  1.04 

1915 

•  .  • 

69 

1.06 

•  . 

.  1.16 

1916 

. . . 

60 

.92 

•  • 

.  1.18 

1917 

. . . 

70 

1.07 

,  , 

.  1.27 

1918 

•  •  • 

75 

1.1 

•  • 

.  1.5 

1919 

.  •  • 

70 

1.0 

•  • 

.  1.01 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  have  not  diminished  so 
much  as  might  have  been  expected  from  the  expenditure  incurred  in 
treatment. 

It  must  be  remembered  however,  that  the  results  would  probably 
have  been  much  more  favourable  had  it  not  been  for  the  undoubted 
increase  and  spread  of  the  disease  caused  by  the  war  and  the  epidemics 
of  influenza  of  the  last  few  years. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

The  134  notifications  were  received  from  the  following  wards: — 


North  West 

13  13 

Park  S  West  S.  East  Central 

9  23  19  31 

N.  East 

22 

Keaton 

4 

Total 

134 

1'he  ages  of  the  patients 

notified  in 

1919,  and 

the  age 

at  which 

ath  occurred  are  given  below:  — 

Ages 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Registered 

Percentage 

Mortality 

Under  5 

years 

2 

1 

50.0 

5  to  10 

years 

14 

2 

14.2 

10  to  15 

yy 

22 

3 

13.6 

15  to  20 

y  > 

14 

4 

28.5 

20  to  25 

y  y 

13 

5 

38.4 

25  to  35 

y  y 

29 

9 

31.03 

35  to  45 

y  y 

24 

9 

37.5 

45  to  55 

yy 

11 

3 

27:2 

55  to  65 

M 

4 

3 

75. 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

100. 

dotal 

134 

40 

Average 

29.8 

'!<  The  patients  who  were  notified  consisted  of  57  males  and  77  females. 
Of  these  32  males  and  38  females  died,  giving  a  percentage  mortality  of  56.1 
and  49.3  respectively. 
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In  the  following  list  is  given  the  age  of  patients  dying  in  1919 
who  had  been  notified  in  previous  years  : — 


Age  at  Death. 

Under  5  years 
5  to  10  ,, 

10  to  15  ,, 

15  to  20 

20  to  25 

25  to  35 

35  to  45  ,, 

45  to  55  ,, 

55  to  65  ,, 

65  and  upwards 


No.  of  Deaths. 


2 

1 

7 

7 

7 

3 

3 

3 


30 


If  the  last  two  tables  are  compared  it  will  be  seen  that  more  deaths 
occurred  amongst  those  who  wefe  notified  in  1919  than  amongst  those 
patients  who  had  been  notified  in  previous  years.  In  othet  words  6  of  these 
40  patients  died  before  they  were  notified,  while  26  died  before  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  coming  under  treatment,  which  would  afford  them  the  slightest 
hope  of  recovery. 

Of  the  30  patients  notified  in  previous  years  and  dying  in  1919  ; 
some  of  these  had  only  just  been  notified  late  in  the  preceding  year 
and  died  early  in  1919,  for  these,  treatment  was  of  no  avail.  Others  of  the 
30  had  been  notified  as  far  back  as  1915,  and  were  recognised  to  be  chronic 
cases,  for  these  treatment  had  helped  in  prolonging  the  duration  of  life. 

In  judging  the  efficiency  of  the  treatment  it  should  be  remembered 
that  a  person  who  present  himself  for  treatment  late  in  the  disease  has  little 
or  no  chance  of  being  cured.  Early  cases  of  the  disease  can  be  cured 
without  doubt  and  are  cured,  this  will  be  appreciated  by  reference  to  table 
on  page  71. 
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OTHER  FORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 
74  cases  were  notified  and  25  deaths  occurred. 


The  cases  were  distributed  in  the  Wards  as  follows  — 


North.  West.  Park.  S.  West. 

S.  East.  Central.  N.  East. 

Seaton.  Total. 

13  11  12  6 

8  12 

9 

3  74 

The  age  incidence  of  these 

diseases  is 

given  below  : — 

Deaths 

Cases  notified 

amongst 

Percentage 

Ages 

1919 

these  Cases 

Mortality 

Under  5  years 

16 

7 

43.7 

5  to  10  ,, 

21 

2 

9.5 

10  to  15  ,, 

23 

1 

4.3 

15  to  20  „ 

5 

4 

80. 

20  to  25  „ 

1 

— 

— 

25  to  35  ,, 

4 

2 

50. 

35  to  45  „ 

1 

— 

— 

45  to  55  ,, 

1 

— 

— 

55  to  65  ,, 

2 

1 

50. 

65  and  upwards 

• 

— - 

— - 

74 

17 

22.9 

— 

— 

— 

In  the  following  list,  the  ages 

of  the  patients  dying 

in  1919  who  had 

notified  as  suffering  from  Non 

-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  in  previous 

years,  are  given  : — 

Age  at  Death 

No.  of  Deaths 

Under  5  years 

•  •  * 

2 

5  to  10  ,, 

•  •  • 

2 

10  to  15  ,, 

a  •  « 

1 

15  to  20  ,, 

•  •  * 

— 

20  to  25  „ 

•  •  a 

— 

25  to  35 

•  •  .  . 

1 

35  to  45  ,, 

a  •  • 

1 

45  to  55  ,, 

«  a  a 

- — 

55  to  65  „ 

a  .  a 

1 

65  and  upwards 

a  a  « 

— 

Total 

8 
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An  analysis  of  the  sex  incidence  and  deaths  shows  that  39  males 
were  attacked  by  these  diseases  as  compared  with  35  females,  and  of 
these,  15  males  and  10  females  died.  These  figures  give  a  percentage 
mortality  amongst  the  males  of  38.4  and  amongst  the  females,  28.5. 

For  the  past  4  years  the  statistics  for  these  diseases  are  as  follows  : — 

1916  1917  1918  1919  Total 

No.  of  cases  notified  103  117  87  74  381 

) 

In  the  following  table  the  mortality  from  this  cause  since  1912, 
is  shewn  : — 


Yeai- 

No.  of 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Daath  Rate 
England  &  Wal*» 

1913 

58 

.89 

.34 

1914 

39 

.6 

.32 

1915 

49 

.75 

.34 

1916 

49 

.75 

.35 

1917 

50 

.76 

.36 

1918 

31 

.45 

.33 

1919 

25 

.35 

.29 

The  next  table  shews  the  age  and  sex  of  each  patient  with  the 
particular  part  affected  by  Tuberculosis : — 


TABLE  10.— ALL  NOTIFIED  OASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1919. 
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Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  were  received  from  the  following 
sources  : — 


Pulmonary  Non  Pulmonary 


General 

Practitioners  ... 

94 

42 

Medical 

Officers  and  Institutions  ... 

2 

5 

School  Medical  Officers 

— 

— 

Medical 

Officer  of  Health 

38 

27 

134 

74 

55  of  the  patients  were  reported  from  houses  where  the  occupants 
per  room  amounted  to  1.98 — 33  from  houses  where  the  greatest  number 
occupying  each  room  was  1.61,  and  only  5  patients  were  found  in  houses 
where  there  was  1  or  less  than  1  occupant  per  room.  It  will  be  apparent 
from  this  that  overcrowding  and  insufficient  ventilation  predispose  to  the 
disease,  and  as  the  conditions  of  living  improve,  so  the  disease  tends  to 
disappear. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 


At  the  Health  Department,  164  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined. 


27  of  these  were  positive  (Tuberculosis). 


137  were  negative  (Non-Tuberculosis). 


TUBERCULOSIS  (ALL  LORMS). 


In  the  table  below,  the  number  of  deaths  at  intervals  after  notification 
are  shewn  as  they  occurred  in  the  years  indicated. 


Deaths  after  Notification 


Year 

Deaths  before 
Notification. 

Under 

1  month. 

Under 

6  months. 

Under 

12  months. 

Under 

18  months. 

Under 

24  months. 

> 

Over 

24  months. 

1915 

20 

26 

22 

20 

5 

2 

— — 

1916 

24 

19 

41 

15 

2 

— 

— 

1917 

17 

30 

32 

22 

3 

3 

— 

1918 

17 

23 

26 

13 

9 

6 

12 

1919 

17 

19 

29 

14 

2 

1 

13 
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The  deaths  of  those  cases  notified  in  1919  at  intervals  after 
notification,  are : — 


Deaths  before 

Under 

Under 

Under 

Total 

Notification. 

1  month. 

6  months. 

12  months. 

17 

16 

20 

4 

57 

An  interpretation  of  these  figures  shews  that  53  of  these  patients 
who  died  had  little  or  no  opportunity  of  benefitting  by  treatment  under 
the  Corporation  scheme.  In  order  to  have  any  reasonable  hope  of  complete 
recovery,  the  patient  must  be  got  under  treatment  early.  In  the  second 
or  later  stages  of  the  disease,  the  chances  of  other  than  temporary 
improvement  are  all  against  the  patient. 

PARTICULARS  OF  TREATMENT,  PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

134  notified  cases. 

Under  the  treatment  scheme  of  the  Corporation,  65  persons  made 
application  and  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer.  If  the  33  early 
deaths  are  excluded,  this  gives  approximately  64%  of  applicants  for  treatment. 
In  the  previous  year,  83%  applied  for  treatment. 


The  classification  of  these  patients  according  to  the  stage  of  the 


disease  at  the  time  of  examination  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  was  as 


follows — 

Insured 
Uninsured 
School  Children 

Total 


1st.  2nd. 

16  ...  10 

4  ...  5 

13  ...  4 

33  ...  19 


3rd.  Total 

4  ...  30 

2  ...  U 

7  ...  24 

13  ...  65 


It  is  much  more  satisfactory  to  record  this  year  that  50%  of  the 
patients  applying  for  treatment  were  in  stage  I  of  the  disease,  29%  in  stage  II 
and  20%  in  stage  ill,  as  opposed  to  32.4  in  stage  I,  48.2  in  stage  II  and  19.2 
in  stage  III  of  the  disease  in  1918,  Practically  all  of  the  patients  had  more 
than  one  form  of  treatment. 
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Treatment  was  advised  as  follows  : — 

Sanatorium.  Dispensary.  Domiciliary.  Hospital.  Shelters 

Insured  ...  17  ...  7  ...  6  ...  —  ...  6 

Uninsured  9  ...  1  ...  1  ...  —  ...  — 

School  Children  12  ...  7  ...  5  ...  —  ...  2 

Total  ...  38  ...  15  ...  12  ...  —  ...  8 


The  following  shews  the  result  of  treatment  for  these  patients  : — 

Retro-  Not 

Cured  Improved  Stationary  gressing  Died  Attending  At  work  Total 

Insured  ...  2  16  3  2  1  2  4  30 

Uninsured  32  —  3  —  1  2  11 

SchoolChildren  59  2  2  —  6  —  24 

Total  ...  10  27  5  7  1  9  6  65 

PARTICULARS  OF  TREATMENT 
NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  notified  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  parts  other  than 
the  lungs  numbered  74,  and  of  these  40  applied  for  treatment. 

Classification  of  these  patients  was  as  follows  : — 

Insured  Persons  Uninsured  School  Children  Total 

5  ...  9  ...  26  ...  40 

Treatment  advised  was 


Dispensary  Hospital  Domiciliary  Shelters  Sanatorium  X  Rays  School  Total 


Insured 

3 

1 

—  — 

— 

1 

5 

Uninsured 

6 

1 

1  — 

— 

1 

9 

School  Children 

14 

5 

1  — 

3 

1 

2 

26 

Total 

23 

7 

2  — 

3 

3 

2 

40 

Results 

of  Treatment 

were  :  — 

Cured 

Improved 

Stationary  Dead 

Retro¬ 

gressing 

Not 

attending 

Total 

Insured 

— 

3 

-  - 

1 

1 

5 

Uninsured  ... 

— 

4 

—  - 

— 

5 

9 

School  Children 

2 

18 

1  — 

— - 

5 

26 

Total  . . . 

2 

25 

1  ~ 

1 

11 

40 
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EXAMINATIONS,  ATTENDANCES,  &c. 

(All  Cases). 

313  special  examinations  of  notified  persons  were  made  : — 

Insured.  Uninsured.  Total. 

129  ...  184  ...  313 

2,508  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  were  made  by  316  patients. 

The  treatment  recommended  was  as  follows,  (more  than  one  form 
of  treatment  was  frequently  recommended)  : — 


Insured. 

Uninsured. 

Total 

Domiciliary 

. . . 

10 

-  17 

27 

Dispensary 

... 

57 

77 

134 

Sanatorium 

•  •  • 

45 

49 

94 

Hospital 

•  •  • 

1 

9 

10 

Observation 

•  •  • 

4 

— 

4 

X  Ray 

. . . 

2 

8 

10 

Light  Work 

•  •  • 

10 

3 

13 

Shelters 

•  •  • 

6 

2 

8 

School 

•  •  • 

— 

18 

18 

Open  Air  School 

•  •  • 

— 

32 

32 

Total 

*  •  • 

35 

215 

350 

History  of  notified 

cases,  1919:- 

cH 

O  'H 

Disease  Attributable  to  • 

u 

W. 

on 

CB 

SB 

CD 

© 

Previous  hisl 
of  disease 
in  family  c 
Contacts 

+=>  £ 

W  *rH 

■d  cd 

c n 

o 

fc.3 

*d 

Total 

1 

Infection 

i 

1 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Army 

i 

Not 

Known 

> 

Pulmonary  ...  50 

84 

134 

51 

4  1  —  10 

68 

50  74  32  —  —  3  —  39  74 


Other  Forms...  24 


73 


In  June,  1920,  a  survey  was  taken  of  all  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified  from  1/1/15  to  31/12/19,  with  the  following  results: — 

TABLE  II. 


Notified 

Died 

Dost 

Trans- 

Off 

Living 

Total 

Trace  of  ferred 

List 

1915  ■ 

Pulmonary  ... 

127 

74 

25 

13 

10 

5 

127 

Other  Parts... 

79 

38 

9 

— 

22 

10 

79 

1916  ■ 

Pulmonary  ... 

104 

70 

3 

13 

6 

12 

104 

,  Other  Parts... 

103 

47 

2 

4 

24 

26 

103 

1917  - 

Pulmonary  ...  ' 

134 

64 

9 

12 

23 

26 

134 

Other  Parts... 

117 

47 

7 

3 

41 

19 

117 

1918  ■ 

Pulmonary  ... 

175 

71 

7 

21 

38 

38 

175 

„  Other  Parts... 

87 

30 

0 

t-t 

3 

27 

25 

87 

1919  • 

Pulmonary  . . . 

134 

44 

1 

3 

18 

68 

134 

.  Other  Parts... 

74 

19 

1 

1 

10 

43 

74 

Total 

1,134 

504 

66 

73 

219 

272 

1,134 

Note  : — The  figures  for 

total 

cases 

notified 

in  the 

above  table  are 

accurate,  but  owing  to 

patients 

being 

lost  trace  of, 

doctors  not 

certifying 

the  deaths  of  some  of  these  patients  as  Tuberculous,  &c.,  the  other  figures 
are  approximate  only. 

An  analysis  of  these  figures  shews  that  approximately  50%  of  these 
cases  have  died  since  the  date  of  their  notification.  It  should  be  noted 
that  only  302,  or  50%,  of  these  patients  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  applied  for  treatment  under  the  Corporation  scheme. 

These  results  cannot  be  regarded  in  any  way  as  satisfactory.  They 
shew  that  many  patients  (41%  or  473)  are  either  so  ill  when  notified  that  they 
cannot  attend  for  examination  and  treatment  or  that  they  refrained  from 
taking  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  them  for  treatment  with  disasterous 
results.  Exceedingly  few  of  the  patients  notified  were  in  a  position  to 
provide  for  their  own  treatment  at  a  Sanatorium,  or  to  do  more  than  have 
a  comparatively  short  holiday  in  the  country  or  in  some  other  town  with 
friends,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  few,  if  any,  had  sanatorium  treatment, 
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A  reference  to  page  69  will  shew  shew  that  of  1,134  patients  notified 
from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis,  95  persons  or  8%  died  before  notification, 
while  267  other  patients  or  23°/°  died  within  6  months  of  notification. 


Below  will  be  found  the  figures  shewing  the  number  of  patients 
treated  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  since  1915  with  the  results  to  the  end 
of  the  year  1919  : — 
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These  figures  shew  that  of  674  patients  notified  with  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  302,  or  50%,  approximately  applied  for  treatment. 

Of  the  302  patients  treated,  121,  or  40%,  were  found  to  be  in 
stage  I  of  the  disease,  118,  or  39%,  were  in  stage  II,  while  63,  or  20%, 
were  in  stage  III  (The  Turban  Gerhardt  Classification  is  used).  Of  the 
patients  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  87,  or  71%,  are  at  work  or  in 
school,  while  33%  of  those  in  stage  II  and  6%  of  those  in  stage  III  of 
the  disease  are  similarly  employed.  The  deaths  are  as  follows: — 9°/»  of  those 
in  stage  I,  37  of  those  in  stage  II,  and  58%  of  those  in  stage  III  of  the 
disease  are  dead. 

Of  the  patients  who  enjoyed  treatment  under  the  Corporation 
scheme,  30%  died,  as  compared  with  50%  of  deaths  amongst  all  the  patients 
notified  during  the  period  under  consideration,  many  of  whom  received  no 
particular  form  of  treatment. 

It  may  be  asked  are  these  results  satisfactory  ? 

In  my  opinion  they  are  most  unsatisfactory,  for  the  following 
reasons : — 

1.  Of  302  patients  coming  under  treatment,  181,  or  more  than  50%, 
were  past  the  stage  when  cure  could  be  expected. 

2.  Sufficiently  satisfactory  results  have  not  been  obtained  by  sanatorium 

treatment,  largely  because  the  institutions  are  not  conducted  on  lines 

recognised  to  be  essential  for  the  cure  of  the  patient,  nor  are  patients 

kept  in  the  institutions  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  for  this  purpose — 

12  weeks  is  the  average  period  for  authorities  of  institutions  contracting 

& 

with  the  Corporation. 

Until  beds  are  available  in  a  sanatorium  over  which  the  Corporation 
can  exercise  some  control,  until  better  housing  conditions  are  available  which 
w.ill  reduce  the  overcrowding  existing,  and  until  an  open-air  school  is  erected, 
where  the  treatment  of  children  suffering  from  this  disease  can  be  continued, 
satisfactory  results  cannot  be  expected  (it  will  be  noted  that  32  children 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  in  some  form  were  recommended  for  open-air 
school  treatment  in  1919  alone). 
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SHELTER  COLONY. 

The  9  wind  adjusting  shelters  were  occupied  during  the  summer 
months  by  8  patients— 6  adults  and  2  juveniles.  This  shelter  colony  is 
situated  at  Throston,  within  the  Borough  boundary.  They  permit  of  men 
occupying  the  shelters  at  night  and  working  during  the  day  time.  Only 
early  cases  of  the  disease  are  admitted  to  this  colony  and  hence  full  use 
is  not  made  of  the  huts.  Besides  these,  there  are  other  portable  shelters 
which  are  loaned  to  patients  desiring  to  make  use  of  them  in  their  gardens, 
&c.,  as  sleeping  accommodation. 

TUBERCULOSIS  VISITORS. 

In  June  of  this  year,  2  additional  health  visitors  were  appointed, 
making  a  total  of  5  with  the  school  nurse,  who  from  that  month,  gave  a 
portion  of  her  time  to  tuberculosis  work  and  other  health  visitor’s  duties. 

169  primary,  and  1,091  secondary  visits,  giving  a  total  of  1,260, 
were  paid  to  tuberculosis  patients  in  their  homes.  Only  in  very 
exceptional  circumstances  are  these  patients  visited  in  their  homes  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  but  each  case  on  domiciliary  treatment  is  visited 
each  month  by  the  health  visitors,  while  the  home  conditions  of  patients 
on  other  forms  of  treatment  are  enquired  into  once  in  3  months. 

Persons  who  have  been  in  close  contact  with  sufferers  from  this 
disease  are  as  a  rule  discovered  during  the  questioning  of  the  patient  and 
are  asked  to  attend  for  examination  soon  after.  Other  persons  in  the  home 
who  may  not  have  been  reported  as  contacts  are  found  by  the  health 
visitors,  who  secure  their  attendance  for  medical  inspection. 

AFTER  CARE. 

The  activities  of  the  Committee  responsible  for  this  work  are  directed 
mainly  towards  supplying  extra  nourishment  and  clothing  to  patients  who 
require  the  assistance. 
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Attempts  are  also  made  to  obtain  suitable  employment  for  patients 
able  to  perform  some  form  of  work- 

48  patients  were  supplied  with  nourishment;  19  with  clothing  and 
nourishment;  and  17  with  clothing  only  to  enable  them  to  undergo 
sanatorium  treatment.  Work  was  obtained  for  4  patients. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

6  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  cause  during  1919.  There  is  reason, 
however,  to  believe  that  these  diseases  cause  almost  as  many  deaths  as  any 
other  fatal  disease,  including  Consumption. 

Of  the  6  persons  who  died,  5  were  borne  with  the  disease,  and  died 
before  3  years  of  age.  One  death  occurred  between  45  and  55  years. 

Four  of  the  deaths  took  place  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  and  two 
in  the  borough— one  in  the  North  and  one  in  the  Central  Wards. 

COUNCIL  SCHEME. 

Up  to  the  present  one  regrets  to  state  there  is  no  approved  scheme 
for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  in  the  borough-  It  is  hoped  to  be  able 
to  announce  in  the  next  report,  however,  that  a  clinic  has  been  approved  of 
and  established.  The  reason  for  the  delay  in  this  matter  is  owing  to  the  fact 
that  up  to  the  present  the  authorities  of  the  Cameron  Hospital  have  been 
unable  to  undertake  the  complete  treatment  of  these  cases. 

Treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Syphilis  is  carried  out  at 
that  institution,  but  the  Corporation  of  this  borough  is  not  a  party  to  this 
arrangement. 

* 

Arrangements  have  only  been  made  so  far  by  the  Corporation  for  the 
examination  of  pathological  specimens  sent  from  the  doctors  to  the  Durham 
University  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle,  under  special  arrangement,  and 
for  supplying  those  doctors,  who  have  the  necessary  experience,  with 
Salvarsan  or  one  of  its  approved  substitutes. 
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The  provision  of  satisfactory  treatment  for  all  forms  of  venereal 
disease,  at  the  clinic,  with  beds  at  an  institution,  is  a  reform  that  is  urgently 
necessary,  in  this  area.  Fortunately  the  principle  has  been  approved  by  the 
Council,  and  at  the  moment  the  scheme  only  awaits  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  for  its  completion. 

There  are  four  medical  men  in  the  area  who  receive  free  supplies  of 
Salvarsan,  three  of  these  gentlemen  are  connected  with  the  hospital. 

795  tubes  of  Novarsenobillon  were  supplied  free  of  cost  to  practi¬ 
tioners  during  the  year,  but  apparently  only  70  tubes  were  used  in  private 
practice,  the  remainder  being  used  in  the  Cameron  Hospital. 

222  specimens  were  sent  for  examination  by  11  practitioners  at  a 
cost  of  £1Z  13s.  8d.  The  specimens  sent  for  examination  were,  blood  for 
Wassermann  tests  220,  smears  for  gonococcus  2.  Besides  one  other  smear 
was  examined  at  the  health  department  for  gonococci  and  the  result  was 
positive. 

TREATMENT  OF  WEST  HARTLEPOOL  PATIENTS. 

187  patients  (101  males  86  females)  were  treated  at  four  centres — 
Cameron  Hospital,  West  Hartlepool;  Sunderland;  Greenwich  and  South 
Shields — making  912  attendances  or  an  average  attendance  of  4.8  per 

patient. 
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The  following  shows  the  disease  or  the  diseases  in  each  of  the 
patients  : — 


TABLE  13. 


FORM  OF  DISEASE. 

Centre. 

Cameron 

Hospital 

Sunderland 

Greenwich 

South 

Shields 

Total 

Syphilis  only... 

182 

— 

1 

1 

184 

Soft  Chancre  only  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

i  • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilis  and  Soft  Chancre  ... 

— 

— 

— 

. - 

— 

Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea  and  Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilis,  Solf  Chancre  and 

Gonorrhoea 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Bubo  ... 

• 

1 

. 

— 

1 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal 

— - 

c 

— 

— 

- — - 

Total 

182 

1 

3 

1 

187 

The  number  of  persons  treated  with  Salvarsan  or  its  substitutes  was  184. 


The  examinations  of  Pathological  material  : — 


TABLE  14. 


For  detection  of 

For 

Wassermann 

Reaction 

Spirochetes 

Gonococci 

Other 

Organisms 

(n)  Specimens  which  were  exam¬ 
ined  at  and  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Treatment  Centre 

— 

_ 

— 

( b )  Specimens  from  persons 
attending  at  the  Treatment 
Centre  which  were  sent  for 
examination  to  an  approved 
Laboratory 

■ 

177 

(  c )  Specimens  sentby  private 
practitioners 

— 

2 

— 

43 
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In  the  table  below,  are  given  the  Salvarsan  substitutes  used  in 
the  treatment  of  Syphilis,  together  with  the  usual  initial  and  final  doses:— 
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No  action  was  taken  under  the  Venereal  Diseases  Act,  1917,  as 
no  approved  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Venereal 
Diseases  exists  in  this  area. 

CANCER. 

The  largest  number  of  deaths  ever  recouped  fen  this  Borough  have 
taken  place  from  Cancer.  90  deaths,  or  7.9%  of  the  total  deaths  resulted 
from  this  cause,  giving  a  death  rate  of  1.28  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  number  of  persons  suffering  from  Cancer  as 
it  is  not  a  notifiable  disease. 


The  mortality  from  Cancer  since  the  year  1914,  is  given  below: — 


Year 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death  Bate 

1914 

64 

.98 

1915 

. . . 

59 

.9 

1916 

74 

...  .  1.13 

1917 

... 

49 

.75 

1918 

50 

.73 

1919 

90 

1.28 

The  ages  at  which  death  took  place  were  : — 


Age 

Under  25  years  ... 

25 — 35 

35—45 
45-  55 
55 — 65 
65—75 

75  and  upwards  ... 

Totals 


Males 

1 

e  •  o 

Females 

2 

— 

4 

.  .  . 

9 

6 

.  .  . 

10 

19 

t  •  » 

14 

7 

•  •  •> 

13 

3 

•  «  • 

2 

42 

48 

52  deaths  were  from  Carcinoma,  6  from  Sarcoma,  1  from  Epithelioma, 
1  from  Rodent  Ulcer,  and  30  from  Cancer  (no  classification). 
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The  distribution  of  the  deaths  in  the  wards  was: — 

Trans- 

North  West.  Park.  S.  West.  S.  East.  Central.  N  East.  Seaton,  ferred 

Deaths.  Total. 

7  12  15  10  6  13  10  3  14  90 

Below  is  a  table  shewing  the  sex  of  the  persons  who  died  and 
the  part  of  the  body  affected. 

TABLE  16. 


Age 

Under  35 

35  to  45 

45  to  55 

55  to  65 

•65  to  75 

75  up 

Total 

Parts  Affected 

Sex 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Peritoneum,  Intestines 
and  Tectum 

• 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 

3 

3 

10 

>"7 

( 

Stomach,  Liver,  etc. 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

8 

6 

2 

3 

2 

2 

18 

16 

Reproductive  Organs 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

5 

- — 

1 

— 

13 

Breast  ... 

Other  Glands 

— - 

— 

1 

2 

"  " 

2 

3 

— 

8 

Mouth  ... 

Bones  ... 

Other  Parts 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

• — 

1 

2 

2 

1 

~ 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

10 

4 

Totals 

3 

— 

4 

9 

6 

10 

18 

16 

8 

11 

3 

2 

42 

48 

It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  state  that  little  has  been  added  to  our 
knowledge  of  this  disease  for  some  years  past,  although  brilliant  men  are 
devoting  their  time  to  the  study  of  it. 

The  cure  of  the  disease  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Surgeon,  though 
radium  and  X  ray  specialists  are  contesting  for  the  recognition  of  their 

9 

successes. 

•  •  ’ 

.%  -  ' 
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For  the  present  it  must  be  the  aim  of  the  health  department  to 
disseminate  knowledge  as  to  the  early  sign  of  Cancer,  and  the  importance 
of  obtaining  treatment  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  With  this  object 
in  view,  notices  have  been  inserted  in  the  public  press  on  a  number  of 
occasions  describing  the  earlier  signs  of  Cancer,  the  more  common  situations 
of  it  and  the  importance  of  early  medical  attention.  That  these  public 
notices  have  had  a  good  effect  has  been  testified  to  by  the  medical  practitioners 
of  the  borough.  The  notices  should  be  repeated  at  intervals  throughout 
the  year. 

] 

BRONCHI  IIS  AND  PNEUMONIA. 

There  were  135  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  151  from  Pneumonia, 
giving  a  total  of  286.  These  deaths  constitute  25.3%  of  the  total  deaths, 
and  give  a  death  rate  of  4.08  per  1,000  per  annum.  Although  the  deaths 
from  these  causes  are  fewer  than  in  1918  (323),  yet  they  are  considerably 
higher  than  in  1917  (169),  when  there  was  little  or  no  Influenza. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  for  the  past  6  years  are  set  out 

below :  - 

Deaths  from  Death  Rate  Deaths  from  Death  Rate 


Year. 

Bronchitis.  Death  Rate 

England  &  Wales 

Pneumonia  Death  Rate  England  &  Wales 

1914 

63 

1.43 

1.07 

112 

1.72 

1.07 

1915 

107 

1.64 

1.4 

142 

2.18 

1.34 

1916 

78 

1.2 

1.25 

126 

1.93 

1.06 

1917 

71 

1.09 

1.25 

98 

1.5 

1.14 

1918 

107 

1-57 

1.89 

216 

3.17 

1.56 

1919 

135 

1.92 

1.26 

151 

2.15 

1.08 

In 

the  wards 

the  death  rates  were 

as  follows : — 

Disease 

North 

West. 

Park.  S.  West. 

S.  East. 

Central.  N.  East. 

Seaton. 

Bronchitis 

...  .9 

.8 

1.5  .9 

2.4 

3.1  4.5 

3.2 

Pneumonia 

...  1.2 

1.4 

1.5  1.4 

3.0 

3,1  5.8 

1.6 

Totals 

...  2.1 

2.2 

3.0  2.3 

5.4 

6.2  10.3 

4.8 
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The  monthly  deaths  from  these  two  causes  were  as  follows : — 

•f's  •  %  *"  P  . 


Disease 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Bronchitis 

14 

43 

23 

8 

3 

5 

5 

1 

4 

5 

4 

20 

135 

Pneumonia 

16 

45 

22 

14 

2 

4 

4 

3 

8 

5 

9 

19 

151 

Totals 

30 

88 

45 

22 

5 

9 

9 

4 

12 

10 

13 

39 

286 

The  ages  at  which  death  took  place  from  these  two  causes  are  as 


follows 


Under  1  year 


1 

to 

2  years 

2 

to 

3 

)  y 

3 

to 

4 

>> 

4 

to 

5 

?  5 

5 

to 

10 

5  > 

10 

to 

15 

>  J 

15 

to 

20 

n 

20 

to 

25 

*  J 

25 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

n 

45 

to 

55 

n 

55 

to 

65 

65 

and  upwards 

Number  of  Deaths. 


Bronchitis. 

43 

14 

3 

2 

2 

3 


3 

1 

6 

18 

40 


Pneumonia. 

26 

10 

12 

4 

2 

8 

3 

2 

14 

11 

22 

14 

23 


Totals 


135 


151 


The  deaths  from  these  two  causes  in  children  under  5  years  of  age 
numbered  118,  and  equal  to  41.2%  of  the  total  deaths  from  these  two 
complaints.  The  deaths  amongst  the  infants  were  69,  corresponding  to 
24.1%  of  these  deaths.  Over  65  years  of  age,  there  were  63  deaths, 
equivalent  to  a  mortality  rate  of  22%. 
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Since  Pneumonia  became  compulsory  notifiable  on  March  1st,  1919, 
117  cases  of  the  disease  have  been  notified. 

Pneumonia  occurs  most  commonly  in  the  first  four  months  of  the 
year,  and  is  predisposed  to  by  malnutrition,  poverty,  insufficient  clothing, 
insanitary  surroundings  and  overcrowded  dwellings. 

Crowding,  closed  doors  and  windows,  and  lack  of  free  ventilation 

assist  materially  in  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

i ' 

To  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  to  secure  the  best  chance 
for  the  patient,  he  should  be  isolated  in  a  room  by  himself,  where  he  can 
obtain  an  abundance  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight. 

Skilled  nursing  is  one  of  the  most  important  requisites  in  the 
treatment  of  Pneumonia,  and  arrangements  are  urgently  required  whereby 
these  patients  can  be  guaranteed  efficient  nursing,  either  with  the  assistance 
of  the  District  Nursing  Association  or  by  nurses  specially  employed  for 
this  work. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902  AND  1918. 

There  were  12  midwives  on  the  roll  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
as  follows  : — 

Mrs.  Bennett,  18,  Hampshire  Street;  Mrs.  Dale,  4,  Christopher 
Street;  Mrs.  Craven,  Beechwood  Road;  Mrs.  Skeen,  110, 
Burbank  Street  ;  Mrs.  Vodden,  27,  Scarboro’  Street ;  Mrs.  Gill, 
13,  Hopps  Street;  Mrs.  Kelsey,  36,  Benson  Street;  Mrs.  Preston, 
Brunswick  Street;  Mrs.  Coward,  Lister  Street;  Mrs.  Robinson, 
181,  Alma  Street  ;  Miss  Edmunds,  143,  Stockton  Street  ;  Miss 
Ravencroft,  Heortness,  Seaton  Carew. 
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50  visits  were  paid  to  midwives  by  the  Inspectors.  One  midwife 
thought  to  have  neglected  her  patients  was  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives 
Board.  She  was  censured,  but  provided  satisfactory  reports  were  received 
as  to  her  conduct,  it  was  decided  not  to  remove  her  name  from  the  roll. 

One  midwife  found  to  be  delegating  her  following-up  visits  to  an 
unqualified  person  was  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  under  Sect. 
12  of  the  rules.  It  was  considered  by  the  Board  that  the  midwife  was  u  still 
responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  her  patient,”  etc.,  even  though  an 
unqualified  deputy  was  acting  for  her,  and  no  action  was  taken. 

The  midwife  acting  at  Seaton  Carew  under  the  Municipal  subsidy 
scheme,  was  induced  to  remain  by  fixing  a  definite  salary  for  this 
work.  Her  services  terminated  in  September,  and  in  the  following 

November,  a  Health  Visitor  trained  in  midwifery  was  appointed  to  act  as  a 
midwife  when  required  and  to  act  as  Health  Visitor  for  that  district.  A 
portion  of  her  salary  continued  to  be  paid  by  the  County  Authority  as  had 
been  agreed  upon,  for  any  demand  that  might  be  made  upon  her  for  services 
in  connection  with  midwifery  cases  in  the  surrounding  rural  district  or  Seaton 
Snook  area. 

70  visits  to  untrained  and  unqualified  women  found  assisting  at 
confinements  were  paid  during  the  year.  As  these  women  only  attended  the 
confinements  with  a  doctor  no  action  could  be  taken  against  them.  Their 
homes  and  clothes  were  inspected  and  where  they  were  found  to  be  dirty, 
the  doctors  were  informed  of  their  unfitness  for  this  work. 

Unqualified  women  making  examinations  or  using  douches,  etc.,  were 
warned  to  forego  the  practice. 

MEDICAL  ASSISTANCE,  ETC,  IN  CASE  OF 

CONFINEMNTS. 

Late  in  the  year  1917,  arrangements  were  made  whereby  midwives 
called  in  to  attend  necessitous  cases  of  confinement  were  guaranteed  a  fee 
of  15/-  by  the  West  Hartlepool  Corporation, 
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Where  the  services  of  a  medical  man  where  deemed  necessary  by  the 

midwife,  or  where  a  doctor  was  called  in  directly  to  attend  a  confinement,  in 

the  case  of  a  necessitous  person,  the  fees  suggested  by  the  British  Medical 

Association  and  later  (Midwives  Act,  1918),  approved  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  were  guaranteed  by  the  Corporation,  namely,  1  guinea  for 
medical  cases  and  two  guineas  for  cases  requiring  surgical  interference. 

Notifications  were  received  from  the  mid  wives  that  medical  help  had 
been  sent  for  in  the  following  cases  on  behalf  of  the  mother  : — 

Number. 


Prolonged  Labour  ...  ...  16 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  10 

Retained  Membranes  ...  2 

Haemorrhage  ...  ...  5 

Laceration  ...  ...  3 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  11 

Total  ...  47 

On  behalf  of  the  child — 

N  umber. 

Still  Birth  ...  ...  14 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  13 

Weakness  at  Birth  ...  ...  11 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  6 

Total  ...  44 


591  births  were  attended  by  the  midwives. 

'  NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

Out  of  a  total  of  1,663  births,  1,581  were  notified.  82  or  4.9%  of  the 
births  remained  un-notified.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  number  of  these 
un-notified  cases  has  diminished  considerably  since  1918  (7.70/0)*  No  doubt 
some  births  will  always  escape  notification  for  a  time,  but  the  1917 
figure  of  1.2°/°  was  sufficiently  light  to  account  for  these  vagrant  and 
unattended  cases, 
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The  notifications  were  received  from  : — 
Doctors 
Midwives 
Handy  Women 
Parents... 

Unnotified 

Total 


984 

591 

4 

2 

82 

1,663 


WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS  IN  RELATION  TO 
NEWLY  BORN  CHILDREN. 

In  June,  1919,  two  health  visitors  were  appointed  in  place  of  one 
health  visitor  who  resigned — giving  us  three  visitors.  In  November  of  the 
same  year,  a  fourth  hedtth  visitor  (and  midwife)  began  her  duties. 

Of  the  1,663  births  notified,  primary  visits  were  paid  to  1,452 
babies,  or  87.3%  of  the  total.  For  the  two  preceding  years  the  percentage 
of  new  babies  visited  was  78.1%  and  69.%  respectively.  There  will  always 
be  a  certain  proportion  of  these  infants,  in  the  wealthier  neighbourhoods, 
where  trained  nurses  are  engaged  which  will  remain  unvisited. 

2,313  secondary  and  successive  visits  were  paid  to  these  infants, 
giving  a  total  of  3,765  visits  paid  to  children  under  1  year  of  age,  873 
visits  were  also  paid  to  children  over  1  year  and  under  5.  Besides  these 
visits,  there  remains  129  visits  paid  to  the  incorrigibles — careless  and 
negligent  parents  who  continue  on  the  list  for  close  supervision  more  or 
less  permanently.  The  total  visits  paid  to  children  under  the  Infant 
Welfare  Scheme  is  4,767. 

Each  child  is  visited  as  soon  after  birth  as  possible  and  the  mother 
is  advised  as  to  the  feeding  and  care  of  her  infant  child  and  herself.  A 
further  visit  is  paid  during  the  first  month,  and  at  intervals  of  2  or  3  months 
during  the  first  year,  in  the  second  year  at  4  monthly  intervals,  and  at  6 
monthly  intervals  thereafter  until  the  child  attains  5  years  of  age.  Should 
the  condition  of  the  child  be  unsatisfactory,  more  frequent  visits  are  paid. 
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The  hostile  attitude  with  which  the  health  visitor  was  greeted 
some  years  ago  has  now  quite  disappeared  and  requests  are  numerous  for 
the  “  health  visitor  to  call  and  see  her  baby.” 

INFANT  WELFARE  WORK. 

Only  one  centre  for  this  work  exists  in  the  borough  at  the  moment. 
This  centre  is  carried  on  in  the  rooms  used  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  in  the  Mill  House,  Stranton. 

It  is  hoped  that  other  centres,  which  are  necessary,  will  be  opened 
in  the  near  future. 

VOLUNTARY  WORKERS  AT  THE  CENTRE. 

The  work  of  the  ladies  who  so  kindly  attend  voluntarily  at  the 
centre  and  give  very  valuable  assistance  continues  to  be  carried  out  in 
such  a  way  that  it  has  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the  success 
of  this  centre. 

Their  cheerful  help  is  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  staff  of  this 
department. 

INFANT  ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  CENTRE. 

It  is  suggested  to  the  mothers  by  the  health  visitors  that  the 
babies— if  they  are  well  —should  be  brought  to  the  centre  for  weighing 
and  inspection  by  the  doctor,  so  that  they  may  be  kept  in  as  healthy  a 
condition  as  possible.  If  the  babies  are  not  thriving  or  are  irritable,  or 
are  sick,  the  parents  are  asked  to  bring  the  child  for  advice,  and,  if 
necessary,  treatment.  At  first,  little  faith  was  placed  in  advice,  if  it  was 
not  accompanied  by  a  bottle  or  a  prescription,  but  the  success  that  has 
attended  the  work  of  the  centre  lias  dispelled  this  idea.  Furthermore,  in 
so  far  as  this  work  is  concerned,  the  public  are  beginning  to  look  upon 
the  doctor  not  only  as  a.  healer  of  the  sick,  but  as  one  who  can  prevent 
illness  from  occurring.  Practically  no  medicines  are  dispensed  and  very  few 
prescriptions  are  given  at  the  centre  and  yet  the  work  continues  to  increase, 
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419  children  made  1,577  attendances  during  the  year.  Of  these 
children,  250  made  their  first  attendance  during  the  year  and  169  were 
children  who  had  attended  in  previous  years.  214  of  these  new  attenders 
were  under  1  year  of  age  and  36  between  1  and  5  years  old. 

196  of  the  new  cases  attended  because  of  some  dlness  or  complaint 
tabulated  briefly  as  follows 


Rickets  ... 

21 

Hernia  ... 

30 

Bronchitis 

17 

Phimosis 

24 

Diarrhoea,  sickness  due  to  improper 
food,  &c. 

60 

Skin  Disease 

12 

Other  Causes 

19 

Total 

196 

Probably  111  or  56%  of  these  196  children  were  ill  as  the  result 
of  improper  feeding, 

The  methods  of  feeding  these  children  when  they  were  brought  to 
the  centre  was  as  follows  : — 


Method 

Regular 

Irregular 

hours.  &c. 

hours.  &c. 

Total. 

Natural  (breast) 

49 

44 

93 

Artificial  (various) 

64 

26 

90 

Combined  Natural  and  Artificial 

22 

8 

30 

Children  Over  1  year — various 

diets 

16 

15 

31 

Breast  Feeding,  over  1  year 

of  age 

— 

6 

6 

250 
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When  it  is  considered  that  only  49  children  out  of  250,  or  19.% 
were  properly  fed,  can  it  be  wondered  at  that  there  is  so  much  illness  in 
infancy,  and  such  a  high  infantile  mortality  ? 

ANTE  NATAL  WORK. 

114  visits  were  paid  by  the  health  visitors  to  expectant  mothers. 
108  of  these  visits  were  primary  and  6  were  secondary  or  successive  visits. 

4  expectant  mothers  attended  at  the  centre. 

] 

The  reasons  for  their  attendance  were  ringworm,  excessive  sick¬ 
ness,  breast  abscess,  and  debility. 

As  was  pointed  out  in  the  report  for  the  previous  year,  the  necessary 
attention  could  not  be  devoted  to  this  work,  and  the  suggestion  was  put 
forward  that  a  lady  doctor  should  be  appointed  to  carry  out  these  duties,  but 
as  it  was  impossible  to  secure  the  services  of  a  lady  doctor  in  the  town  the 
project  was  not  proceeded  with.  Until  a  Maternity  Home  is  opened  in  the 
borough  where  an  Ante  Natal  Clinic  can  be  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
ot  a  Gynaecologist,  there  is  little  prospect  of  the  work  being  increased  beyond 
the  present  scope.  At  the  moment  this  is  confined  (with  the  exception  of  the 
few  cases  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre)  to  the  visiting  of  ante  natal 
cases  by  the  health  visitors,  enquiring  and  advising  as  to  the  general  health 
and  arrangements  as  to  confinement — each  patient  is  urged  to  consult  her 
doctor  or  midwife  for  examination.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  in  very 
few  cases  is  an  examination  of  the  patient  carried  out  by  the  midwife  prior  to 
the  actual  beginning  of  the  confinement. 


MATERNITY  HOSPITAL. 

There  is  no  institution  more  urgently  required  in  West  Hartlepool 
than  a  Home  or  Hospital  where  expectant  mothers  can  be  admitted  and 
confined  under  decent  conditions,  and  where  a  few  sick  children  can  also  be 
looked  after.  The  Workhouse  Infirmary  adjacent  to  the  borough  is  the  only 
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institution  where  expectant  mothers  can  be  admitted  (in  very  exceptional 
circumstances  they  may  be  admitted  to  the  Cameron  Hospital)  but  the  stigma 
of  pauperism,  etc.,  are  sufficient  to  deter  all  except  the  very  few  from  taking 
advantage  of  it.  As  has  already  been  stated  the  home  conditions  (owing  to 
overcrowding)  under  which  many  of  the  women  become  mothers  are  appalling 
and  steps  should  -be  taken  to  provide  a  maternity  home  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

01 

HOME  NURSING. 

Attempts  were  made  to  secure  the  home  nursing  of  young  children 
suffering  from  Diarrhoea,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles,  &c.,  by  arrangement 
with  the  local  Branch  of  the  District  Nursing  Association.  Up  to  the  present 
the  Association  have  not  been  able  to  undertake  this  work  or  the  nursing 
of  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  although  fees  would  be  available  for  their 
services.  Special  attention  is  devoted  to  these  patients  by  the  health  visitors 
and  repeated  visits  are  paid.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  is  attended  to  by 
the  health  visitors  under  the  supervision  of  the  doctor,  when  such  attention 
is  required  and  institutional  treatment  is  not  available. 

Of  the  49  cases  notified  in  1919,  37  were  treated  by  the  doctor 
and  health  visitor,  or  by  the  midwife  and  health  visitor. 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  OF  CHILDREN. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  by  Dr.  Foster  (Ophthalmic  Surgeon) 
whereby  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  can  be  admitted  to  the  Workhouse 
Infirmary  for  treatment  under  his  supervision.  No  patients  were  treated 
in  this  way  during  1919.  This  is  the  only  institutional  treatment  available 
for  these  patients,  and  is  a  further  indication  for  the  necessity  of  a  children’s 
ward  in  a  Maternity  Home. 

Children,  or  other  patients  suffering  from  Measles,  are  admitted  to 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  (Port  Sanitary)  when  beds  are  available. 
Beds  were  not  available  in  1919,  and  no  cases  were  admitted. 
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CONVALESCENT  HOMES. 

•  .v  •  .  .  * 

There  are  no  convalescent  homes  in  the  borough  to  which  children 
under  5  years  of  age  are  admitted.  Negotiations  were  entered  into  for  the 
admission  of  these  patients  to  the  Elwick  Homes,  under  the  Cripple  Children’s 
Guild,  but  the  children  were  considered  to  be  too  young  at  this  age  for 
admission. 

ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN,  &c. 

Unmarried  mothers  and  their  illegitimate  children  are  admitted  to 
the  Workhouse  Infirmary  only.  In  very  special  circumstances  the  child 
may  be  retained  in  the  Infirmary  while  the  mother  is  permitted  to  work 
outside  and  contribute  towards  its  maintenance. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

98  still  births  were  notified  as  compared  with  78  during  1918,  and 
81  for  1917.  This  number  (98)  is  equivalent  to  5.2%  of  the  total  births, 
as  compared  with  5.04  for  1918.  The  still  births  amounted  to  58.4  per 
1,000  births  per  annum. 


The  notifications  were  received 

N  umber 

From  Doctors 

84 

From  Midwives 

14 

Total 

98 

Each  still  birth  was  visited  and  enquiries  made  by  the  health  visitor. 
In  each  of  the  14  cases  attended  by  midwives,  a  doctor  was  called  in. 

Enquiries  showed  that  the  death  of  the  child  in  utero  was  accounted 
for  by  the  mother,  usually  as  being  due  to  a  blow,  fall  or  fright. 

A  history  was  obtained  in  some  cases  of  Strain,  Hydrammis.  Acute 
partum  haenmrrhage,  Indue iza,  in  one  case  abortifacients  had  been  taken. 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

As  has  been  shewn  under  ’*  Vital  Statistics  ”  the  infantile  deaths 
numbered  189,  equivalent  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  112.7  per  1000 
births. 


There  is  good  reason  for  believing  that  both  still  births  and  infantile 
deaths  could  be  very  considerably  reduced  by  the  provision  of  a  Maternity 

X 

Home-,  with  a  small  number  of  beds  available  for  sick  children. 

VOLUNTARY  AID. 

A  number  of  ladies,  some  of  whom  began  to  assist  in  this  work  in 
1916-1917,  have  continued  to  attend  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and 
assist  in  the  work  there.  Home  visiting  has  been  given  up  by  these  ladies 
since  1918.  It  is  hoped  to  increase  considerably  the  scope  of  their  work 
when  it  is  possible  to  start  classes  for  mothers  at  the  centres. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

7  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported,  and  of  these  4  died,  giving  a 
percentage  mortality  of  57.1  (One  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  week 
of  1920). 


The 

notified  cases  of 

this  disease  for  the  past 

six 

years  are  as 

follows  : — 

Year 

1914 

•  •  • 

No.  of 

Cases. 

3 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

No.  of  Cases  per 
1,000  births. 

1.58 

No.  of  Deaths 
per  1,000  births. 

1915 

•  •  • 

2  ... 

2 

1.19 

•  •  • 

1.19 

1916 

•  •  • 

4  ... 

1 

2.4 

•  •  • 

.6 

1917 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

2.7 

•  •  • 

.7 

1918 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

2.5 

•  •  • 

.6 

1919 

. . . 

7 

4 

4.1 

•  •  • 

2.3 

Only 

one 

patient  was 

removed  from  her  home— 

-she 

was  admitted 

to  the  Union 

Infirmary.  Instruments 

were  used  at  the 

birth  of  the  child 

in  each  of  the 

4  cases  where 

death  occurred,  and  in  the 

case 

of  two  of  the 

deaths  unqualified 

( untrained ) 

women 

were  in  assisting  at 

the 

birth.  There 
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is  little  doubt  that  the  overcrowding  at  the  present  time  existing  in  many 
of  the  houses  in  the  borough  is  a  contributing  cause  to  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  this  disease  and  to  the  high  death  rate  from  it.  It  is 
agreed  that  the  same  degree  of  cleanliness  is  as  requisite  in  the  case  of  child 
birth  as  in  any  other  surgical  operation — there  is  little  or  no  hope  of  this 
being  attained  where  several  other  persons  (husband  and  children)  are  living 
in  the  same  room  and  often  sleeping  in  the  same  bed  as  the  mother.  It  is  a 
matter  for  regret  that  there  is  no  institution  in  the  borough  in  the  nature  of  a 
Maternity  Home.  The  provision  of  such  a  Home  where  children  can  be  born 
without  the  lives  of  their  mothers  being  endangered  by  unsuitable 
surroundings  is  an  urgent  necessity. 

Two  institutions,  namely,  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and  the 
Union  Infirmary  admit  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  but  where  the  doctor 
considered  it  advisable  for  these  patients  to  remain  at  home,  the  nursing 
arrangements  are  as  a  rule  unsatisfactary  unless  the  services  of  a  private 
nurse  can  be  engaged.  The  Nurses  of  the  local  District  Nursing  Association 

are  not  allowed  to  attend  to  the  women,  and  as  a  consequence  the  actual 

* 

nursing  of  the  patient  in  many  cases  must  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  neighbour  or 
some  one  with  no  knowledge  of  nursing. 

Careful  nursing  is  one  of  the  essentials  laid  down  for  the  recovery 
of  these  cases,  and  trained  nurses  should  be  available  for  this  work,  in 
necessitious  cases,  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation — a  grant  of 
50%  of  the  expenditure  incurred  in  this  work  is  paid  by  the  Ministry. 

The  ideal  to  be  aimed  at  is — removal  of  the  patient  to  a  hospital  at 
the  first  signs  of  the  disease,  attention  to  the  patient  by  a  specialist  in  this 
work  and  every  facility  for  careful  nursing  by  a  trained  staff. 

The  cases  of  the  disease  ocurred  in  the  wards  as  follows  : — 


North 

Park 

West 

S  West 

S.  East 

Central 

N.  East 

Heaton 

Total 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

As  has  been  generally  observed  throughout  the  Country,  the  incidence 
Qf  ,-tbjs  disease  is  higher  than  in  previous  years  in  West  Hartlepool. 


For  the  past  6  years  the  notifications  have  been  as  follows  : — 


Year 

Number  of 

N  otifications. 

Rate  per 
1,000  births 

1914 

•  •  • 

25 

•  •  • 

1915 

•  •  • 

21 

•  •  • 

1916 

•  •  • 

42 

•  •  • 

1917 

•  •  • 

36 

•  •  • 

1918 

•  •  • 

41 

27.8 

1919 

•  •  • 

49 

29.2 

Treatment  of  these  patients  was  given  by: — 

Number 

Doctor 

and  Health 

Visitor 

12 

Health 

Visitors  and 

Midwife... 

25 

Doctor 

and  Midwife 

«  •  • 

7 

Doctor 

and  Parent 

•  •  • 

3 

Doctor 

alone 

•  •  • 

Total 

2 

49 

The  results  of  treatment  were  as  follows  : — 

Number 


Complete  recovery  ...  ...  43 

Nebula  of  Cornea  ...  ...  1 

Blind  (one  eye)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Totally  blind  ...  ...  ...  1 

Under  treatment  at  end  of  year  ...  3 

Total  ...  49 


Visits  paid  to  these  cases  by  Health  Visitors  ...  425 


The  notifications  were  received  from  : 


Number 

Doctors  ...  ...  ...  30 

Midwives  ...  ...  ...  17 

Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  49 


The  two  cases  notified  by  the  visitors  were  discovered  at  their 
first  visit  after  the  birth  of  the  child. 

The  child  with  the  worst  results  was  blind  before  a  visit  could  be 
paid  by  the  health  visitor.  The  other  child  (blind  in  one  eye)  was  the 
victim  of  negligent  parents,  who  could  not  be  persuaded  to  carry  out 
treatment  or  take  the  child  to  the  hospital  until  the  mischief  was  done. 

None  of  these  children  were  admitted  to  hospital.  If  treatment 
of  these  little  patients  is  to  be  satisfactorily  carried  out  it  would  have  to 
be  applied  each  hour  or  so  during  the  acute  symptoms,  and  this  could 
only  be  done  in  a  hospital  or  ward  for  sick  children. 

MEASLES. 

308  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  (see  page  51)  with  2  deaths, 
giving  a  mortality  rate  of  .65%.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  nursing 
services  for  the  home  nursing  of  these  patients,  and  also  hospital  beds  for* 
those  cases  where  the  home  surroundings  are  unsuitable,  should  be  available. 
It  has  not  been  possible  to  arrange  for  the  former  treatment  at  all,  or  for 
the  latter  tieatment  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

EPIDEMIC  DIARRHCEA  (see  page  55). 

16  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease.  It  has  not  been  possible  to 
arrange  for  the  nursing  of  these  patients  at  home,  or  for  their  admissrOft 
to  hospital. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  (see  page  56). 

63  cases,  with  5  deaths  were  reported,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of 
7.9%,  and  a  death  rate  of  .07  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  provide  for  the  home  nursing  of  these 
cases,  or  for  their  convalescence  in  an  institution. 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

There  was  only  one  true  case  of  this  disease,  with  resultant 
paralysis. 

A  grant  of  50%  of  the  expenditure  in  respect  of  the  home  nursing 
of  the  above  cases,  and  the  hospital  treatment  of  Measles,  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  and  Epidemic  Diarrohcea,  is  available  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

■  '  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  staff  of  the  department  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer,  2 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  4  Health  Vicitors. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  attempt  to  carry  out  the  whole  of  the  work 
of  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  Housing  Inspectors  and  Inspectors  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  in  their  respective  portions  of  the  town. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

There  is  no  accommodation  in  the  Borough  for  infectious  diseases. 
The  Port  Sanitary  Authority  have  admitted  cases  to  their  institution  as 
vacancies  permitted  in  the  past.  This  institution  provides  for  the  treatment 
of  approximately  100,000  persons,  and  to  do  this,  32  beds  are  available  in 
two  wards.  It  is*proposed  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  to  transform  the 
present  small-pox  accommodation  into  wards  admitting  the  ordinary  infectious 
complaints.  This  arrangement  will  allow  of  20  beds  extra  being  available 
or  a  total  of  52.  (,It  is  proposed  to  transfer  any  small-pox  cases  should  they 
occur  to  the  Stockton  and  Thornaby  Infectious  Diseases*  Hospital).  It  will 
be  obvious,  therefore,  that  in  times  of  epidemics,  the  accommodation  at  the 
Port  Sanitary  Hospital  is  quite  inadequate  to  deal  with  more  than  a  small 
proportion  of  the  cases  requiring  admission. 


I 
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LOCAL  ACTS. 

The  following  are  the  Local  Acts,  Local  Orders  or  the  Adoptive 
Acts  in  force  in  the  district. 

LOCAL  ACT. 

West  Hartlepool  Extension  and  Improvement  Act,  1870. 

LOCAL  ORDERS. 

Bye-laws  regulating: — Public  Abbatoir;  Offensive  Trades;  Common 
Lodging  Houses  ;  New  Streets  and  Buildings;  Public  Bathing;  Removal 
of  Manure  ;  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ;  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of 
Fire  (Factory  &  Workshops)  ;  Public  Market ;  Good  Rule  and  Govern¬ 
ment  (against  spitting)  ;  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

* 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Publie  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  and 
Sections  16,  18,  19,  20,  22,  25,  26,  27,  33  and  95. 

CHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

All  samples  requiring  Analysis  are  examined  by  Mr.  C.  J.  H.  Stock, 
B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Analyst  to  the  County. 

121  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  examined  by  him. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

Examinations  of  Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  are  carried  out  at 
the  Health  Department  by  the  Medical  Officer.  Cultures  are  made  from 
swabs  for  B  Diphtheria,  Sm«ars  are  examined  for  Gonococci,  and  Widal 
examinations  of  Blood  are  performed  from  time  to  time. 

EXAMINATIONS  FOR  CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINIGTIS. 

These  have  been  performed  by  Dr.  Laws,  of  Newcastle,  who  also 
determines  the  type  of  Diplococcus  present,  thus  enabling  the  serum  most 
suitable  to  be  used.  Two  examinations  were  made  by  him  during  the  year 
of  material  from  two  patients  with  positive  results,  and  in  4  of  the  cases 
the  contacts  were  swabbed,  all  with  negative  results. 
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EXAMINATIONS  FOR  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Arrangements  exist  with  the  Durham  University  College  of 
Medicine,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  for  the  examination  of  specimens  (blood 
smears,  etc.)  taken  from  the  patients  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  Venereal 
D  iseases.  The  necessary  appliances  for  taking  these  specimens  are  supplied 
direct  to  the  doctors  from  the  University.  The  specimens  examined  were 
220  of  blood  for  Wassermann  reaction  and  2  smears  for  Gonooccci. 

HOUSING. 


Number  oi  houses  in  district  ... 
Number  for  working  classes  ... 
New  houses  erected,  1919 
Population 


...  14,000. 

8,000  approximately. 
...  Nil. 

...  70,000  estimated 


It  is  anticipated  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  population  of  the 


area,  owing  to  industrial  developments — a  new  shipyard  is  already  in  course 
of  construction  adjacent  to  the  borough  boundary. 


Shortage  of  houses  ...  ...  Estimated  at  1,430. 


MEASURES  CONTEMPLATED  TO  MEET  SHORTAGE. 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  purchase  of  two  estates  within 

the  boundary  of  West  Hartlepool.  The  two  estates  comprise  about  94.25 

acres.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  on  the  two  estates  1,046  houses  within  the 
period  of  5  years. 

OVERCROWDING, 

In  1911,  the  number  of  tenements  in  which  there  were  more  than 
2  occupants  per  room  was  1,343 — giving  a  total  number  of  occupants  of 
10,537.  At  this  time  there  were  1,261  unoccupied  houses  in  the  town. 
No  recent  figures  are  available  except  a  small  number  obtained  during 
the  investigation  of  nuisances  or  the  ‘  fitness  ’  of  houses. 

2  houses  of  3  rooms  were  found  accommodating  15  occupants  each. 
1  house  was  discovered  where  8  occupants  lived  in  2  rooms,  and  2  houses 
of  3  rooms  containing  11  occupants. 


CAUSES. 


The  number  of  working  class  houses  built  between  January  1st, 
1915,  and  December  31st,  1918,  were  7.  During  this  period  there  was 
an  estimated  increase  in  the  population  of  the  borough  of  5,600  persons 
approximately. 

MEASURES  CONTEMPLATED  TO  DEAL  WITH 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  only  measures  contemplated  are  the  building  of  houses  sufficient 
in  number  to  accommodate  those  requiring  them.  No  other  measures  are 
practicable. 

CASES  OR  OVERCROWDING  DEALT  WITH. 

Notice  was  served  in  only  one  case,  and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

FITNESS  OF  MOUSES 

GENERAL  STANDARD  OF  HOUSES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  general  standard  of  houses  in  the  district  is  satisfactory. 
Although  some  few  houses  may  be  unfit  for  habitation,  or  in  a  bad  state 
of  repair,  or  the  sanitary  conveniences  may  be  unsatisfactory  or  insufficient, 
yet  the  only  area  in  which  there  is  a  number  of  houses  falling  definitely 
below  a  good  standard  is  the  “Old  Town,”  containing  approximately  150 
houses. 

GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE  DEFECTS  FOUND 
TO  EXIST  IN  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

The  defects  found  generally  are  those  indicating  an  absence  of 
attention  to  ordinary  repairs — such  as  defective  roofs,  defective  pumps, 
defective  spouting  and  defective  sanitary  conveniences.  These  defects  were 
allowed  to  occur  largely  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  necessary  labour  required 
to  execute  the  repairs  could  not  be  obtained  in  recent  years,  and  owing 
to  the  high  cost  of  materials  and  labour. 
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Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
is  shewn  in  Table  6. 

ACTION  TAKEN  AS  REGARDS  UNFIT  HOUSES  UNDER 

THE  HOUSING  ACTS. 

The  action  taken  will  be  found  by  referring  to  Appendix  I. 

DIFFICULTIES  IN  REMEDYING  UNFITNESS. 

These  difficulties  were  due  to  the  difficulty  in  securing  the  necessary 
labour  and  materials,  and  to  the  very  considerable  increase  in  the  cost  of 
both,  without  the  compensating  factor  of  increased  revenue. 

CONDITIONS  AS  REGARDS  WATER  SUPPLY. 

See  Sanitary  Circumstances,  page  25. 

CONDITIONS  AS  REGARDS  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 
See  Sanitary  Circumstances,  page  27. 

CONDITIONS  AS  REGARDS  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

See  Sanitary  Circumstances,  page  29. 

UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

There  are  none. 

BY-LAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES. 

The  only  by-laws  are  those  relating  to  the  building  of  such  houses. 

BY-LAWS  RELATING  HOUSES-LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

There  are  no  by-laws  although  they  were  asked  for  in  1916. 

BY-LAWS  RELATING  TO  TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  &c. 

There  are  no  by-laws  although  these  are  becoming  more  urgently 
necessary  owiug  to  the  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  these  dwellers. 
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NEED  FOR  NEW  BY-LAWS  OR  REVISION  OF 

EXISTING  BY-LAWS. 

By-laws  are  required  to  enable  houses-let-in-lodgings  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  also  by-laws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  &c.  The  by-laws 
to  deal  with  houses-let-in-lodgings  should  be  so  drawn  up  as  to  stop  the 
practice  of  sub-letting  the  various  rooms  in  the  houses  at  exorbitant  figures. 
It  also  seems  desirable  that  proceedings  should  be  able  to  be  taken  forth¬ 
with  against  the  owner  or  occupier  who  has  had  copies  of  the  by-laws, 
without  the  formality  of  serving  notices. 

The  result  of  serving  notices  on  the  owners  of  property  of  this 
class  is,  that  overcrowding,  &c.,  is  dealt  with  by  them  by  moving  the 
tenant  from  these  premises  to  some  other  premises  in  another  quarter. 
When  discovered  in  their  new  quarters,  if  overcrowding,  &c.,  exists,  the 
same  proceedings  are  again  gone  through. 

Statistics  for  the  15  months  ending  31st  December  are  given  in 
the  following  appendix  : — 


APPENDIX  I. 

HOUSING:  STATISTICS  FOR  1919. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  complaints 

were  made  that  they  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  None 

2.  (a)  Action  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1909 — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  fot  the 
purposes  of  the  section.  ...  ...  ...  565 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  considered  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  10 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  30 


Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act,  1919 — 

( a)  Nnmber  of  orders  for  repairs  issued 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in  which  repairs  were  carried  out  by 

the  local  authority 

( c)  Number  of  dwelling-honses  voluntarily  closed  on  notice 

by  owner  that  they  could  not  be  made  fit  without 
reconstruction 

Closing  Orders — 

fa)  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  locai  authority 
with  a  view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders 

(b)  Number  of  closing  orders  made 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  regard  to  which  closing 

orders  were  determined  on  the  houses  being  made  fit 
for  human  habitation 

Demolition  Orders — 

(a)  Number  of  demolition  orders  made 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursance  of  demolition 

orders...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  voluntarily 
Obstructive  Buildings — 

(a)  Number  of  representations  made  (section  38  of  the 

Housing  Act  of  1890) 

(b)  Number  of  buildings  demolished 

(c)  Number  of  representations  still  under  consideration 

Staff  engaged  in  housing  work  with,  briefly,  duties  of  each 
officer  ...  ...  ...  ... 


None 

None 

None 

10 

10 

2 

7 

5 

2 

None 

None 

None 

None 
engaged 
solely  on 
housing 
work 


105 


Representations  made  to  Local  Authority  under  Sec.  17  of  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909  : — 


Situation. 

Chief  Defects. 

Action  Taken  and 
Result 

10  &  12,  Harrison 
Street 

Premises  empty  and  in  a  most 
ruinous  and  dilapidated  condi¬ 
tion 

Closing 

Order  made 

28,  Knowles  Street 

do.  do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

3,  South  Street 

do.  do.  •  dc. 

do. 

do. 

4  &  6  Market  Square 

do.  do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

8,  ,, 

do.  do.  dc. 

do. 

do. 

3,  West  Sfreet 

Roofs,  floors,  ceilings  and  out¬ 
houses  in  a  dilapidated  condition 

do. 

do. 

7,  Brown  Street  ... 

Premises  empty  and  in  a  most 
ruinous  and  dilapidated  condition 

do. 

do. 

6,  Bridge  Street  ... 

do.  do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

APPENDIX  II. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  work  done  in  this  section  during 
the  past  year. 

The  number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  366,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Workshops  ...  ...  334 

Domestic  Workshops  ...  ...  19 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  13 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

27  notices  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
Informing  us  of  defects  in  Factories  and  Workshops  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  and  action  has  been  taken  as  shewn  below  : — 


Premises. 

Defects. 

Result  of  action 
taken. 

Tailor’s  Workshop 

Gas  stove  without  hood 

and  flue 

Defects 

remedied 

Milliner’s 

do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

Tailor’s  Workshop 

do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

Tailor’s  Workshop 

do,  do. 

do. 

do. 

Tailor’s  Workshop 

do.  do. 

do. 

do. 

Boot  Repairing  Workshop 

Ventilation  and  cleansing 
unsatisfactory 

do. 

do. 

Tailor’s  Workshop 

Sanitary  conveniences  dirty 
and  defective 

do. 

do. 

Upholsterer’s  Workshop  ... 

Ventilation  defective 

do. 

do. 

Tailor’s  Workshop 

No  separate  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  for  persons  of 
each  sex.  Limewashing 
required.  Better  ventil¬ 
ation  desirable 

do. 

do. 

Joiner’s  Factor)/ 

W.C.  defective 

do. 

do. 

Cabinet  Maker’s  Workshop 

Limewashing  required  ... 

do. 

do. 

do.  do.  do. 

W.C.  dirty  ... 

do. 

do. 

Hosiery  Workshop 

W.C.  defective 

do. 

do. 

Upholsterer’s  Workshop  ... 

Storeroom  dirty 

do. 

do. 

Plumber’s  Workshop 

W.C.  defective 

do. 

i  T  7  J - 

do. 

% 
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Premises. 

Defects. 

Result  of  action 
taken. 

Blacksmith’s  Workshop  ... 

W.C.  defective 

Defects  remedied 

Joiner’s  Workshop 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Firewood  Sawmill 

Yard  &  W.C.  dirty.  No 
W.C.  door... 

do. 

do. 

Joiner’s  Workshop 

W.C.  defective 

do. 

do. 

Flour  Mill  Factory 

W.C.  unsanitary 

do. 

do. 

Plumber’s  Workshop 

Workshop  requires  lime¬ 
washing 

do. 

do. 

Tailor’s  Workshop 

Defective  W.C.  &  Work¬ 
shop  roof.  Gas  stove 

without  hood  &  flue 

do. 

do. 

Bakehouse 

Limewashing  overdue,  Gas 
oven  without  due. 

do.' 

do. 

Photographer’s  Workroom 

Limewashing  required 

do. 

do. 

Cabinet  Maker’s  Factory 

W.C.  defective 

do. 

do. 

Aerated  Water  Factory 

W.C.  defective 

do. 

do. 

Joiner’s  Factory 

W.C.  insanitary 

do. 

do. 

WORKSHOPS’  REGISTER, 

DECEMBER  31st, 

1919. 

Nature  of  Trade. 

Number. 

Dress  and  Mantle-making 

'  •  •  •  •  • 

39 

Milliners 

•  •  •  #  »  a 

14 

Tailors 

•  •  •  •  «  « 

30 

Bootmakers  and  Repairers 

»  #  *  •  •  • 

38 

Bakehouses 

•  •  •  9  «  » 

45 

Joiners  and  Cabinet  Makers 

29 

» 
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WORKSHOPS’  REGISTER,  DECEMBER  31st,  1919— Continued. 


Nature  of  Trade  Number 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  •••  13 

Upholsterers  and  French  Polishers  ...  •••  10 

Cartwrights  ...  ...  ...  •••  7 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  •  ••  3 

Photographers  ...  ...  •••  4 

Motor  and  Cycle  Repairers  ...  •••  7 

Fat  Renderers  ...  ...  •••  6 

Tripe  Boilers  ...  ...  ...  ••  3 

Egg  Pickling  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sailmakers  ...  ...  ...  •••  5 

Picture  Framers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tinsmiths  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Fish  Curers  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Drysalters  •••  ...  ...  ...  2 

Harness  Makers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rag  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bottlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Domestic  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  19 

Gut  Scrapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hosiery  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Monumental  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Miscellaneous...  ...  ...  ...  22 


Total 


366 
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The  following  tables  are  included  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  :  — 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  &  HOMEWORK. 

i.  Inspection. 


Premises. 

No.  of 
Inspections. 

Notices. 

Factories  (including  Laundries) 

36 

12 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

124 

47 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  part  III  of  this  report) 

11 

2 

2.  Defects  Found. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ; 

Particulars.  Found 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  Defects 
Remedied. 

12 

Wffint  of  Ventilation  ...  ...  15 

14 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  0 

0 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  13 

13 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Insufficient  3 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Unsuitable 

2 

and  Defective  ...  ...  14  14 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes  ...  2  2 


OFFENCES  UNDER  THE  FACTORIES  AND 

WORKSHOPS  ACTS 


Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground  Bake¬ 
houses  (s.  101)  ...  ...  0 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  Requirements 

for  Bakehouses  (s.s.  97  to  100)  ...  6 

Other  Offences  (excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  which  are  included  in 
Part  IV.  of  this  report)  ...  0 


0 

6 

0 


65 


63 
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OFFENCES  UNDER  THE  FACTORIES  AND 
WORKSHOPS  ACTS  (continued). 

3.  Other  Matte  rs. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

Number. 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  (s.  153)  1 

Action  taken  in  matters  by  H.M.  Inspectors  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  (s.  5).  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  .  ...  27 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  17 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  1 0 1 ) — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year...  ...  ...  0 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

4 .  Homework. 

Number  of  lists  of  Outworkers  received  twice  in  the  year  (contained 

names  and  addresses  of  4  contractors)  ...  •••  4 

Number  of  lists  of  Outworkers  received  once  in. the  year  (contained 

names  and  addresses  of  13  contractors  and  1  workman)  ...  5 

Number  of  addresses  of  Outworkers  forwarded  to  other  Councils  ...  0 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Outworkers’  premises  ...  ...  8 

Number  found  unwholesome  and  occupiers  ordered  to  cleanse  ...  0 

Worked  stopped  because  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  ...  0 

All  the  Outworkers  are  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
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